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The creation of FIDE in Paris in 1924

_ Dominique Thimognier and Frank Hoffmeister
Here is the support for the 1% conference given in Budapest as part of the CH&LS General Assembly.

Dominique Thimognier presents an in-depth study of the creation of FIDE in 1924.

Dominique focuses in particular on the various protagonists of this creation, and he has uncovered some
previously unpublished documents.

This work complements my series of articles on this website about events in Paris in 1924.

Here is an extract from the presentation text for the General Meeting on 13 and 14 September 2024.

In the first lecture, Dominique Thimognier, who runs the highly recommended website Héritage des
échecs francais, reported on the creation of FIDE in 1924 with many new insights. He revealed that, on the
one hand, famous players (such as Lasker) and officials (such as the Secretary-General of the British
Chess Federation) had already supported the idea to establish a world chess federation before the first
World War. On the other hand, the act of establishment at the margins of the 1924 Paris Olympiad was
also the result of a spontaneous action of those, who were present at the end of the team championships.
Some delegates appear to have acted without a clear mandate from their federation, and some federations
(such as the Spanish Federation) had not even been founded yet. The question discussed at the conference
as to whether the Finnish participant was present at the founding meeting or was added later still seems
unresolved. It should also be noted that the long-simmering controversy between a players' association or a
federation of nations was decided in favour of the second option, which was particularly favoured by
England.

Dominique Thimognier: FIDE's foundation Paris July 20, 1924


https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/20240913-143614_x1280.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/20240913-143614_x1280.jpg
http://heritageechecsfra.free.fr
http://heritageechecsfra.free.fr

FIDE's
Foundation
Paris July 20,
1924

Budapest September 13, 2024.

Many previous attempts:

- 19th century: Staunton, Von Heydebrandt und der Lasa, Arnous de Riviére, ...
- 20th century: Munich 1900, Saint Petersburg 1914, Mannheim 1914, Géteborg
1920, Lasker ...

Summons

to all Chess Federations, champions, protectors and friends.

ving proceedings all friends and protectors of the noble game, who

d Chess Order, are invitcH to take part in

the meeting which will come off at Mannheim

(Ballhaus near the castle)
on the 12 of luly 1914,

All the pational and other Chess Feder.

ions are kindly asked to send one or two delegates.

The intern:

tional Chess Champions are summoned to elect two representatives and four

substitutes, (in case the elected men should not be able to come to Mannheim) who take the pro-

visional chair of the international Chess Federation and to tell as quickly as possible the names to the

chairman Prof. Dr. R. Gebhardt (Coburg, Probstgrund 10)

Coburg and St. Petersburg, 15 of June 1914

The provisional chairmen of the International Chess-Federation.

Dr. Gebhardt. P. P. Saburoff,
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The French Initiative.

Les Echecs aux Jeux Olympiques

Les démarches entreprises par M. Fernand Gavarry, président
dela I©. F. E. pour laire admettre les échees dans le programme
des Jeux Olympiques de Paris 1924. quoique trés favorablement
accueillies dans les milieux gouvernementaux et sportifs, se sont
Leurtées a un réglement inflexible.

Le programme des Jeux a été établi nne fois pour toufes a Lau-
sanne el ne peut étre modifié qu'en un Congrés Olympique inter-
national. convoqué par le Comité international olympique, seul juge

de tirer des jeux d'une Olympiade des enseignements pouvant
entrainer une modification du programme.

M. Léon Bérard, ministre de I'Instruction publique et des Beaux-
Arts, dans une lettre amicale adressée a notre Président, dit que,
sur sa demande, il n’a pas manqué d'intervenir auprés du Comité

- Olympique francais et regrette qu'une section « échecs » ne puisse
étre admise au programme des jeux de la VIIe Olympiade.

JEUX OLYMPIOUES

Bulletin de la FFE (October-December 1922) p.1-2

Fernand Gavarry

A World's Amateur
Championship during the
Olympic Games

Tournoi international d’Amateurs d’Echecs

Les jeux olympiques de 192% devant amener a Paris un grand
nombre d’étrangers, un comité a été formé pour organiser avec
la collaboration de la Fédération Francaise des Echecs, un tournoi
international d’amateurs d’Echecs.

Ce tournoi aura lieu dans les salons de I’hotel Majestic du 13 au
20 juillet 1924. :

Les champions amateurs de toutes les nations inscrites aux jeux
olympiques sont invités a participer a ce tournoi.

Le nombre des concurrents éventuels est limité a 4 par nation,
sans remplacants.

Bulletin de la FFE (January-March 1924) p.1-2

Pierre Vincent
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Congress to create the FI.E.

Le Comité Orpenisateur invite lee Fédérstions Efrengéres
4 venir assister A un Conprds le Dimenche 20 iuillet, et les
prie de lui faire narvenir A ee sujet leur avis sur 1'opnor-
tunité de ce Conpras et les di{.f’férénts sujets qui nour‘mlbnt‘

¥y Gtre treités. ?‘
¥ L

En prerier 1131;, 1& Fédﬁrat‘ijn.Frsn;s ige des Echecs propo-
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The International Amateur Chess Tournament

July 12-19, 1924

{OURNo,

Cntetnalienal

D ECHECS

Ja

Congress
The organizing committee invites foreign federations
to attend a congress on Sunday July 20, and asks
them to send us their views on the relevance of this
congress and the various topics that could be
addressed.

First of all, the French Chess Federation would
propose the creation of an International Chess
Federation.
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The Venue — Mairie du 9°™¢ Arrondissement

Excelsior 13/07/1924

FIDE's 100th Anniversary — Replica Signature
20/07/2024

5,5

2. Apsenieks F.
5

3. Colle E.
4,5

4. Euwe M.
4

5. Vajda A.
4

6. Tschepurnoff A.
4

7. Palau L.
35
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1. Czechoslovakia

31

2. Hungary
30

3. Switzerland
29

4-5. Argentina

NOI OLYMPIQUE, — PARIS 1921
La partio décisive: Colle-Mattison.

The decisive game Colle-Matisons

Federations Congress
July the 20th, 1924
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The 15 (or 14 | ?) pioneers who signed the document
creating the F1.E. on Sunday 20 July in Paris.

T

Tijdschrift van den
Nederlandschen Schaakbond
(July 1924) p.190

Bulletin de la Fédération
Francaise des Echecs
(October 15, 1924) p.11-12

The Goals of the new F.I.E.

* Codification of the game rules

¢ Rules of International tournaments, National
Championships and World Championship
Définition of amateurism

Defense of professional and amateur chess players
Admission to the Olympic Game programme
Definition of the master title

Copyright of the games
Etc.

Bulletin de la Fédération
Francaise des Echecs
(October 15, 1924) p.11-12
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The First Bureau

President
Alexander Rueb (1882-1959)

Pierre Vincent (1878-1956)

Fédération Francaise des Echecs

The key man. « Father of FIDE »

Vice-President
Leonard Percy Rees (1862-1944)

Treasurer
Marc Nicolet (1876-1942)

Secretary
Hendrik Strick van Linschoten (1879-1945)

Mechanical engineer.

Sports and Chess love led him to the
French Olympic Committee and the French
Chess Federation.

Has never been a good chess player but
was a great organizer and propagandist.
As general secretary of the FFE, was the
key man in the organisation of the
Amateurs Championship and the Congress
of Chess Federations of July 1924 in Paris.

Universally regarded as the ‘father’ of FIDE.
Remained general secretary of the FFE and : '
French delegate to FIDE until 1928 when ?—’f%f
the FFE preferred Alekhine to him. "

Vincent, Franciaorssdg .“‘ st : 6
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Pierre Vincent (1878-1956)

Tournament in Paris 1929, with Duchamp.

Roberto Grau (1900-1944)

Argentina — Federacion Argentina de Ajedrez

He left the FFE
over this
disagreement.
Reappeared in
the 1950s, when
he was
associated with
the FSGT, a rival
of the FFE.

He died in Nice
and is buried in
Montmartre
cemetery.

Vincent's family tomb
Montmartre cementery.

Commemorative
plaque unveiled on
20 July 2024.

The « father » of argentine chess. .lnn
Won 7 times the Argentine champion title.

Played for Argentina in 6 olympiads.

Funded the Circulo de Ajedrez de Buenos Aires.
Leading force of the creation of the Argentine
Federation in 1922.

Director of the periodicals El Ajedrez Americano
and El Ajedrez Argentino.

Author of Tratado General de Ajedrezin 4
volumes that he finished shortly before his death.
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Léon Weltjens (1887-1975)

Belgium - Fédération Royale Belge des Echecs

Willem was his official first name, but
everyone called him Léon. He was a
military pharmacist and then a professional
sommelier.

He was one of the founders of the Belgian
Chess Federation in 1920. He was its
Secretary from 1921 to 1927, its President
from 1957 to 1967, and then its Honorary
President. He was never a strong chess
player, but was an organiser in the chess
world throughout his life.

In 1974, he was awarded the FIDE Gold
Medal as co-founder.

M. L. WELTJENS
Becrétaire de la ¢« F, B, E, >,
délégué de la Belgiqued la ¢« F. I E. »

Stephen Francis Smith (circa 1861-1928)

Canada / Canadian Dominion Chess Association - Own initiative ?

Physician, born in Canada but spent most of his
adult life in England.

Played in the City of London Chess Club at the
end of the 19th century and early 20th century.
Returned to Canada during 1st World War.
Notable player in Vancouver.

Back in Europe played in a lot of minor
tournaments.

Sole representative of Canada in the
tournament and signed on his own authority.
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Karel Skali¢ka (1896-1979)

Czechoslovakia / Ustredni Jednota Ceskoslovenskych Sachistu

One of the members of the Czech team
who won the Gold medal in Paris.

Lawyer and Judge in Prague.
Represented Czechoslovakia at the
olympiads of 1931 and 1933, then
Bohemia-Moravia in 1939.

One of the numerous European masters
who elected to stay in Argentina after the
1939 Buenos Aires olympiad.

Remained in Argentina until his death.
Known as Carlos Skalicka, he was a pillar of
the famous Club Argentino de Ajedrez.
Also a problem composer.

The Finnish mystery !
Anatol Tschepurnoff (1871-1942)

Finland / Finnlands Schackférbund

T
=

Born in Finland in a family of Russian origins
when Finland was under Russian sovereignty.
Worked as a Railway official first in Petersburg
then in Finland.

Finland's champion from 1922 until 1931.
Represented Finland in numerous FIDE
tournaments.
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Francis Hooper Rawlins (1861-1925)
Great Britain / British Chess Federation FIDE

Ex major of the Royal Anglesey Engineers Corps.
Lived in Paris in 1924 and died there in 1925.
Was a painter in Paris.

Surprising signatory as he was almost unknown in
Great Britain.

Istvan Abonyi (1886-1942)
Hungary / Magyar Sakkszévetség
; Studied law and practised as a lawyer. When his
father died in 1914, inherited a large fortune and
A\ devoted himself entirely to chess.
\ Between 1914 and 1940, he was in turn secretary,
\  general secretary and president of the Budapest
| Chess Club.

In 1921 he was one of the founders of the

Hungarian Chess Federation, serving as secretary
and then president until 1937.

He was also president of the ISFB (International
Fernschachbund) from 1935 to 1939.

Editor-in-chief of the magazine Magyar Sakkvilag for
several years.

Abonyi was not only a great chess official, but also
an excellent player. He is known as one of the first
theoreticians of the Budapest Gambit.



https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/20.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/20.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/21.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/chls/news/2024/09/FIDEs%20Foundation%20Paris%20July%2020%201924/21.jpg

Terenziano Marusi (1868-1936)

Italy / Federazione Scacchisticca Italiana

He was a musician. A composer of sacred
music, he was director of music at the

cathedrals of Parma and Milan. He died in
a retirement home for musicians in Milan.

He was one of the founders of the Italian
Federation in 1920. General Secretary of
the Italian Federation from 1923 to 1926.
He remained Italian delegate to FIDE
until 1928. Worked hard in his country to
have chess admitted to the CONI.

Alexander Rueb (1882-1959)

Netherlands / Nederlandsche Schaakbond

The first FIDE president

T
=

Lawyer and diplomat.
Became a member of Discendo Discimus
Chess Club in 1909, president from 1920

to 1928.

President of the Dutch Chess Federation

from 1922 to 1928.

First president of FIDE, a position he held
until 1949.

Passionate about endgame studies.
Chess Book collector.
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|zaak Towbin (1899-1941)

Poland / Warszawskim Towarzystwem Zwolennikéw Gry Szachowiej

Born in Ukraine into a Jewish family, he
entered a gymnasium in Kiev and then
Kiev University.

In the early 1920s, he moved to
Warsaw where he graduated in law,
and became a lawyer.

He played in a number of Polish
tournaments in the 1920s, but never
reached the top.

After 1930, he became mainly an
organizer and propagandist for a
Warsaw club and at the Polish
Federation.

He was living in Warsaw during the
German occupation and was one of the
victims of the Holocaust. His exact date
of death is unknown.

lon Gudju (1897-1988)

Rumania / Federation in formation

His father played in café de la Régence
in the 19th century.

Studied in France as his father, Doctor in
Chemistry.

Military in the Air Force.

Best Romanian player for years.

Elected Honorary Vice-President of FIDE
in Lucerne 1982.

Funded Federatia Romana de Sah in
January 1925.

Cpt. IOAN GUDJU
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Enrique de Pefalver y Zamora (1857-1932)

Spain / Own initiative

Manuel Golmayo playing against the King of Spain Alfonso Xl in
Madrid, 1921.
Enrique de Penalver, seated in the centre with moustache.

Marc Nicolet (1876-1942)

Switzerland / Société Suisse des Echecs — Schweizerische Schachverein

Very good musician.

death in 1942.

Mathematics teacher in Neuchtel.

T
=

Not to be confused with his younger brother
Ignacio, mayor of Madrid.

Spanish noble man, diplomat.

Lived in France for most of his life.

Wealthy, he patronized chess in the French
Basque country.

He signed on his own initiative, as the Spanish
Federation was not created until 1927.

T
=

Treasurer of the Swiss Chess Federation and
Treasurer of FIDE from its foundation until his
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Jakov M. Ovadija (1878-1941)

Yugoslavia / Savez Kraljevine Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca

Dr. Jakov M. Ovadija was a Belgrade
lawyer,

He played a major role in the
development of chess in Belgrade
and Serbia.

Organized two trips to Serbia by
world champions: Emanuel Lasker in
1924 and Alexander Alekhine in
1931.

When the Nazis rounded up the
Jews of Belgrade in early 1941, he
tried to flee with his family, but was
arrested and handed over to the
Nazis. His exact date and place of
death are unknown.

A warm welcome worldwide

American Chess Bulletin

Entered as second class mmn. July 18, 1904, at the Post Office at New Yurl,
N. Y., under the Act of Con;ras of March 3, 1879.

Publisher: H. BELME 150 Nassau Street, New \'ork £
nasmuch as bills for subscriptions that are due are inserted in coples of the
Bulletin goink to those tn arrears, remitters will know, from the absence of such

bills, that their subscriptions have Been recelved. " In sther Words, the reccipt of
the Bulletin without & bill enclosed, barring chance omissions, means that the Bub-
seriber Is In good standi

Vol. 21, NOVEMBER, 1924. No. 8

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL CHESS FEDERATION.

Not so long after Dr. Emanuel Lasker, in reply to a question propounded, stated that,
80 far as another world’s match was an intcrnational movement
was necessary to ‘bring it about, his suggestion seems to have been acted upon, although
it is quite possible that such a move had been contemplated independently of the wish
expressed by the former world’s champion. Quite a few attempts have been made in the
past to bnlll together the various chess interests of the world inio one body, but until
this vear the well-meant efforts have been fruitless.

e SN Aus aller Welt.
Ett virldsschackiérbund bildades pA denna olympiad. Schachereignisse des Jahres 1924.
Man beslot att halla nasta schackolympiad 1928 i samband Schacholympiade in Paris.
med de olympiska spelen i Amsterdam. En av férbundets upp- - Zum ersten Male scit Einfuhrung der olympischen Spiele wurde im Juli 1924 den korper-
glf(er varmed man snarast kommer att taga itu med blir fast- g\iﬂhcn:n‘ "’.',2' lll:Scﬂhache?slren ll'ngeg:;ede;‘l'derdesv::.‘bes;es\s 1emaucf:m3=:
legenheit geben sollte, die Amateurweltmeisterschaft im Schach zu es
stallandet av regler for varldsmasterskapet. Darjaimte kan man ta hatte:dzs Recht, die besten vier Amateurspielor nach Paris, dem Schaupiats e i Olym-
for givet att férbundet gir i forfattning om ordnandet av lands- iade, zu eg(senden In Vorgnlpﬁ ocet dl:ll§|&mp1d:l e sieben, nur dem Shnzger war :‘1:-
Q] 3 & of s in di e tattet, a elcher T ater tmeister el
gnrgtc:li]elr,sléin;g: ocksd turneringar. Forbundets site forlades forsta ?;'.‘h D; e Unt .eiﬂ:ge',,&’:‘}“:‘g:’? B R?‘:“'é"v'vﬁ“ﬁ’. ,’,a’ch ,‘:“"‘" ﬁ‘&:‘x,mdgy St %"‘%"s‘feh A
1Z. (es werden in jeder Runde Spicler mit moglichst gleichem lerstande gepaar! ie von
; ; i 4 3 m Vertreter einer Nati Iten Zahl v e und Si bezichu
; Till forbundets forste president valdes presidenteni Hollandska we:'s!e' Ir ': s Lo ?‘gnl :ﬂ(zush Atihien n:"a ;Tﬁ:‘nﬂwmﬁ:scﬁw
g P {1 '} , N wettstreit siegreiche Nation zu ermitteln. Firwahr, ein groBangeleg! cr. ewundernswerter
scl lack[érbundet‘ d.r. A Rueb, och vice prestden!. blev L. P.'_Rees, P LiaerEhel seine Durchia e aehr daranter’ gon m“ daﬂ oD iswerte
hon. secretary i Brittiska schackiorbundet Schweizaren M. Nicolet VIIL Olympnade abzuhnllen war, jencm Lande,Da-u im Abba
L 5 i weit vorgeschritten ist. Demgeméd blicben Deutschland it
valdes till skattmastare, och sekreterare hos presidenten blev e O e

die nordischen Staaten hiclten sich fern, Osterreich erklarte aus finanziellen Grinden eine
Teilnahme fir unmoglich, Rusland blicb unberiicksichtigt, sogar England entsendete eine
ganz unzuldngliche Mannschaft.

Jonkher Strick van Linschoten. Sekreterare for forbundet ar annu
ej utsedd men man kan ta for givet att det kommer att bli en
schweizare.
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The start of a great adventure
1925 / 2™ Congress - Ziirich - FI.E. becomes F1.D.E.

» Correspondance Chess League of America *
Finland ?/!

1926 / 3rd Congress — Budapest

e Sweden

e Catalonia *

e Denmark

*  Norway

e Germany

e Austria

* Isolated Russian players *

1927 / 4th Congress — London

*  Yugoslavia

e Portugal

* Poland

* USA instead of Correspondance Chess League of America
* Latvia

e Uruguay

1928 / 5th Congress — The Hague
e Spain instead of Catalonia
e Brazil

¢  Mexico
e Club de Ajedrez de Cuba

GENS UNA SUMUS
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