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New essay on Spanish chess bibliography

The programme for Friday 5 September included a title that was somewhat mysterious to me:

Collector's Corner: NEBEA, Spanish Chess Bibliography: Genesis, contributions and curiosities
With a presentation by José A. Garzén.

In fact, it allowed me to discover a remarkable work on the origins of modern chess in Spain. The acronym
NEBEA finally found an explanation: Nuevo Ensayo de Bibliografia Espanola de Ajedrez 1238-1938, or
in English, New Essay on Spanish Chess Bibliography.

Co-authors: Miquel Artigas, José A. Garzén and Josep Alid.

José A. Garzon: NEBEA, Spanish Chess Bibliography: Genesis,
contributions and curiosities
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founded as Ken Whyld Association
_ Genesis, contributions and curiosities
General Assembly, Valencia
5-6 September 2025 José A. Garzon
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The precedent: José Paluzie (1912)

-Ensayo de Bibiliografia Espariola de
Ajedrez (1912). Culminates his Manual
de Ajedrez

-Also published indepently in 1912

-13 manuscript entries, 57 printed
books, 6 entries of dubious works and
journals with a chess section
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The genesis of NEBEA

-One of the authors, in 2001, stresses the
need to update a Spanish Bibliography

-The creation of Circulo Paluzie was crucial

-Annual meetings in Sabadell (2004),
Tarragona and Valencia

-3 like-minded, complementary spirits

The authors: Miquel Artigas, José A. Garzon and Josep Alié

NEBEA, criteria and work methodology

-Printed or manuscript works by Spanish
authors, from the thirteenth century to
1938, are included.

-Information is provided on later editions
of the works included in NEBEA

-Genuine works on chess. The turning
point is the Liber of Cessolis, since it
includes the movement of the pieces

NEBEA, 2012
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NEBEA, criteria and work methodology

-Given the self-imposed criteria, no clear
precedent can be found in the field of
Humanities

-Study based on direct consultation of each
work, in its original edition or manuscript
form

-Images from all the works are reproduced.
A total of 262 images, most of which were
previously unpublished

NEBEA, 2012

NEBEA, criteria and work methodology

it o o oo o o muss st -The chronological index, which is
crucial, posed many difficulties

FASOLA DE AJEDREZ (NESEA)
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entry, and in all the footnotes)
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NEBEA, criteria and work methodology

-NEBEA allows for two levels of
reading:

--Main body :

.Full entry for each work with
bibliographic description

.Meticulous study of each work
.Reproductions of title pages and other
pertinent pages

.Specific bibliography for each work

Book of Games of Alfonso X the Wise (NEBEA, work 1)
© Real Biblioteca del Monasterio de El Escorial

NEBEA, criteria and work methodology
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-NEBEA allows for two levels of reading:

--Annotations on the History of Spanish
chess (1002 footnotes):

.Brief history of Spanish chess from a
bibliographic viewpoint

.Bibliographic and complementary
information on the authors

.Significant expansion of the bibliography
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NEBEA, criteria and work methodology

-This is a collaborative work: all entries have
been reviwed by the three authors before
achieving the final draft

- 2/3 of the images come from the authors’
libraries

-In the years that have elapsed, we have
learned of a few previously unknown works, a
possibility noted in the introduction. None of
them of significance

Important new contributions

-89 additional entries to Paluzie’s work

-All of Paluzie’s known work has been
compiled

-Novetly pertains to the biography of the
authors of Scachs d’amor, Vicent, Lucena,
Damiano and Ruy Lopez

Scachs d’amor (NEBEA 10)
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Important new contributions

Scachs d’amor (NEBEA 10)

Scachs d’amor
-Fenollar has probably died ¢.1490

-In 2021 I brought this issue to completion:
.Will of 1489

.No longer appears as a sotsobrer of the
Cathedral in 1490

.Bernat Fenollar, that lived in the 16th
century, was his nephew

Important new contributions

PREMIO INTERNACIONAL

Von der Lasa Prize, 2012-2015)

Vicent (1495)

-In the Cesena MS, through the use of reverse
translation (Spanish/Valencian), 45 modern
chess problems from Lucena’s book are
identified

-Printer’s proofs are found in the binding of an
incunabulum (Diego D Elia). An otherwise
unknown project of a Spanish translation of
Vicent, comprising 12 rules and problems, and
omitting the 50 medieval problems added in
1497

-The “Von der Lasa Prize” is announced
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Important new contributions

Vicent/Lucena/Damiano/Ruy Lopez

-An attempt at a comprehensive biography
of the four great authors of Spanish chess

VS§S O

Zibr i
mfff ;@%‘gg‘rﬂ“ -Each bears an eloquent motto:
4 cachig i 13 . . 99
dele par .Vicent: “An incomplete biography
: &8 . . . 99
- .Lucena: “An imposible biography

.Damiano: “An adulterated biography”
.Ruy Lépez: “Notes towards a biography”

A posible cipher on Damiano’s book
authorship (Partial detail, ed. 1518)

Important new contributions

%% / %%% -We establish that, by the mid-16th century, the

/ / / / manuscript was in the Library of Jerénima Zurita,
/

Escorial MS (Nebea 14)

\

7 chronicler of the Crown of Aragon in Zaragoza

/ / / / / -We delve into the study of problems 87 and 88,
/ / / regarding the absolute right to capture en passant,

-
& %@ / / / which was in effect in Spain in the 15th and 16th

centuries

\
\

B -One of the authors originates from Valencia
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Important new contributions

Perugia and Cesena’s codices
= ertifor -

(2] [of 6| [ Tl , -In 2005 1 proposed a solution to 65 problems in
- ¢ ;0 i f’“f’ . Perugia MS (= Cesena)
e -We provided new evidence for its Spanish
213 el | (Valencian) procedence and the probable
IS authorship by Vicent
i pEL 4 EV -First ever random chess position globally

20 /

(Perugia 14)
-First ever use of the term gambito: “El ioco del
- Scambecto”, Cesena 5-2

©Biblioteca comunale Augusta (Perugia)

Important new contributions

%2 LIBRO DE LAm Ruy Lopez (1561)

INVENCION LIBERAL Y ARTE
1

-Printing license for his book granted in
Aranjuez, 28th of February 1561

-We provide documents from 1568 and 1570
28 En Alcalacn cafa de Andres requesting permission to travel to Peru, where
s his brother Alfonso was found
o R S -If the journey did take place, the Madrid
Tournament must have been constested a few

©Private Library of Josep Alio (Tarragona) years earlier (1465_ 1 472)
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Curiosities and other contributions

-Nebea 9. Cesulis MS. When this manuscript
was consulted in the library of the Casa de Alba,
Madrid, the first step was to look at chapter [V

-We sought to specify the name of the pieces:
rreyna (Reyna en Cessolis de Hispanic Society
of America, NY)

- The manuscript translation to Catalan (regina)
and Spanish prove that the term dama does not
make its appearance in Spanish chess until the
arrival of modern chess (Valencia, c.1475)

© Biblioteca de la Fundacion Casa de Alba (Madrid)

Curiosities and other contributions
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Pasiones Bibliograficas 8 (2025, in press)

-In an article currently in press, I undertake
a study that attests to the almost exclusive
use of the term Dama during the first
century of modern chess

-The authors of Scachs d amor have
created a new piece with a new name and
a new and powerful movement
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Curiosities and other contributions

k De les costumes dels
homens ¢ dels oficis dels nobles, - _The extraordlnary hbrar]es Of Mlquel Artlgas

sobre 1 Foch dels Escachs

and Josep Alio were crucial for the study of
the second half of the 19th century and start
of the 20th

: -Numerous updates related to the works of
Tompost pee Frave Facme
Lo Tolosa y Carreras, José Brunet, Jos¢ Paluzie

e volta (2 verio €y . &
talana, teeta &' 5
s e and Esteban Puig y Puig
PR QA oo :
“Mestre Foseph Briet, Hitiofil

© Private Library of Miquel Artigas (Sabadell)

Curiosities and other contributions

-Some of the most significant contributions
are found in the footnotes

-5 pages of footnotes complete the study of
Scachs d"amor

- Footnote 148, encompassing 6 pages,
exclusively concerns the search for Vicent's
book in the USA. This leads to the emergence
of a new copy of Lucena, and the medieval
manuscript that Babra sold (see image) to an
American collector (G.A. Peiffer)

© The New York Public Library
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Curiosities and other contributions

-Correspondence between Babra
and White, found by our friend
Michael Negele (image)

-It seems very likely that a copy of
Vicent’s book 1s found in the USA
in an unknown location

© Cleveland Public Library

Curiosities and other contributions

¥ TEMAS

DE INTERES HISTORICO

aanca (pieza del Gran Ajedrez): 38, 40
acedrex:31,32,38
e e

g

The Glossary of technical terms, in several
T e languages, required a considerable amount of

ahogado: 35, 42, 98, 152, 154, 169, 208, 240, 510, 537, 577
ajedrez de la dama (o axedres de la dama): 37, 48, 56, 64, 63, 68, 74, 7, 82, 88,

93-97, 101, 103, 111, 117, 125, 508, 517, 521, 536, 537, 539, 542, 545, 559, 569 k
ajedrez decimal: 37, 618 wor
ajedrez heterodoxo (ver tb. Ludus extensus): 37, 102, 547
ajedrez medieval: 7, 12, 3437, 40, 42, 56, 57: 74, 76, 78, 82, 88, 03, 103, 104, 117, 118,

o8, 8 5547, 549
al partido (tb. al viejo partide, al viejo): 56; 68, 83, 93, 95, 97; 101, 111, 125, 509;
518, 520, 524, 537, 539, 545, 552

o5 s i 8 -It identifies first presentation of themes,
b ' s ideas, words and positions of historical
alphinus: 126

e St v el relevance
alquerque de nueve: 54, 56, 100, 103, 110, 507, 53, 538

gy -Its diachronic nature (8 centuries) offers a
e e view of the evolution of names and the game

Assizes Lombarde: 35
do (verth. 5 08, s

avance doble del peén limitado (por la 13 captura): 34, 42, 509, 510, 537
axedres: 31, 60, 61,79, 82, 83, Bs, 86, 50, 130, 140, 163, 507, 513, 544, 524, 528, ltself

e 86, o -It was conceived with future researchers’

534533, 564 573, 574

——— needs in mind

0): 31,37, 38
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NEBEA Deluxe and Collector’s edition

-ROM Editors released an edition of
NEBEA with two formats: Deluxe and
Collectors

-The Collector’s edition had a print
run of 75 copies, numerated and
signed by the three authors
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