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Szachy w Polsce
w wiekach X1I - XX

Czenega powslania sxzachow hie 080 ZNANA. NieXnane
sl les dmie tworey te gry Prawdopodobnie sswchy
pestaly e wivee) 1500 Tal teine w lndiach, na kan-
wie gy wigenned, Jako prototyp gier symoulacyingch,

Earwie] moéns o okres pojawienia sie szd-
chivw w Polsoe. Wyliopalislka fignrelk szachowych -
chadzacyeh 2 XTI ktdre anaplowann w Szczecinie,
Miedmmzere, Gdansko 1 Sandomilerza wslazjs na
1y, 0w Palzce prano w szachy jus w XTI wicku.

Eralewska ora stala sie popularns w Folsoe w XY
wieku, gdy obszar naszere kraju rozclagat sie od Bal-
bebon e morza Czarnego. Grane na zamkach, w
Tlaserorach i na dworach wiclkopanskich, W 1554 ro-
I poeta Jan Fochanowskd pdaze wspaniale poenal
SSrachy®, unikatowe deieto w literaturze seachowe,
a w wieln XV wojewodsa posnanski Jan Ostrar
wydlaje picrwsey polskl podrecenik szachowy,

Szachy ewices koncentracle, podzielnose wwagd, sys-
lermalvernogs, pravtomnese amyshe, nomicieinoss pwo-
dejmowania decyzii 1 adpawiadania za nie, wrobrag-
nig, pammiye, silolnodd analirezness myslenia i syole-
tymrwania rozwatan, Uczs maksymalnego skupienia
uveagzl nad zagadnicniami ahsirakeyinemii oo jest nie-
ewykle prevdame w dveiu. Szachy zavwsee prevoiges-
by armyatow T ucgonych, inlelekinaliswie §ludzl oo,
bowiem o w solde elementy gy, szinki, nanki i
st Magl wybitni pisarze i pooc Temacy Krasicld,
Adam Mickivwdex, Bolestaw Prus | Henryk Sienkie-
wic grastoweali wgree w gzachy

Erdlowie Stefan Balory i Jan Sobiesli tef interesowa-
Bi s gra, 2 Marszatek Jdzef Pitsudski byl nie 1yTko za-
mitewanym szachisla, ale W patronowal wlelu o
niejorm, lundowat cenne nagrody 1 preyial famkcie: bo-
norowers celonks Swiazln,

Wielu patrzvio na szachy, jak na gro waojenng - wita-
dowanie inslyvokin walki, samocdzielne kisrowanie
maly armia, strategiczne rozwadania, analilycina
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Chess in Poland

ages XII to XX

Wi know neither (he origin of chess nore the name of
itz creator. Chess has probably been born some 1304
wedrs dre in Indin an the basis of 2 war game, as 4
prodotyne of simulation cames.

I s easier W eslimate when chess first appeared in
Poland. Fxcavations of chess pieces from apes 3-
KT, which were found in Seczecin, Migdzvrscecs,
Gelarsk and Sandomicrs, would sdgeest that chess
was plaved in Poland already in the X1 century.

The raval mame hecome popular in Poland in the XV
century, when our counlry spread om the Ballic
Sew 1o the Black Sea. It was plaved ar castles, mona-
steries and manor houses, In 15464 Jan Kochanowski,
d poel. created his awesome poem called "Chess",
which is by all means unicue in the chess literature,
while in the XVIT century a first chess hool is publi-
shusd by Jan Olstrog, governer of Poznan.

Chiess s g preal exercise of focus, multi-tasking, recu-
larity, mind-alermess, decision-making and taking re-
gpensibilides, imaginalion, memory, logical thinking
ability and svibesizng. It teacies fo stay totalbe foc-
aed on abstract izsnes, which is extremely nseful in re-
al life. Chess alwaws allracled arlists and scienlisis,
thinkers and men of actlon, becauze they combine ele-
ments of game, art, science and sporl, I is no doubt
that our patsianding writers and peets, such as [pnacy
lrazicki, Adam Mickiewicz, Boleslaw Prus and Hen-
rvls Sienkicwics woere fond of chess.

Kings Stefan Batory and Jan Sobieskd were also inle-
rested in dhe game, while Marshal Jozef Psodski
wag nat only a leen chess player, but he alzo was o
patron af many chess competitions, inded precioons
prizes and accepted a dipeity of konorary member of
the Association.

Many people considered chess to be a war game - 5
weaw Lo venl onpe's combal instine, o lead a small army
b onesell, o ponder strategieally, to assess positons
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and enemys frails anabdically: in
kew mamenls of the cianbat, The
cnorman s e ol codnhibaciens
s leliphiful, especially taldng into
aceoinl e weipht of sinple moeves,
whiclh can be decisive inoa greal v
riesy of posilione, losl pe winidog,
T 2 war stratesss It 12 also sipnili
canl Lo Teeeps falth uitil the very lasi
Jnarent o ceerharn the ol
af the combat, the probler ol cae
[eseness or trealing one's appanent
grhilly ire pusitions iy suppoesedly
preddeteridned autcoTne.

In the land of Polansd, courrent and
hislorical, it due 31 and XX cent-
rics; many autstanding chess nlay-
ers were horn, among thean: 5 Ro-
senchal, S Winaweer, (30 Salvee, L
Jemevaska, [ Zuleertort, & Rulxnste-
in, T Praepidila, & Flamberg, .
Peadis, (3. Rotlewl, Em, Lasker, 5.
Reahersloy, ML Majdoed, 5 Tlobe i
Abe Yenalsky, which was noted by

The most prominent. Folish chess
Mayer: Akiba Bubinslein was Lroly
passionae whoul the rival gam:
UK ey o pecy Dok e cRoss B
B g doey, &0 dase L ahand ia
eiess irnasreits aid [ orest for &
Aoy ™ He waom, tagother wilhe T
skoT, & gcal amnaiment in 5t Pe
Lorsbury i EA08, and o LH1d he
wiall the fivst prize five limes, i 1o

-e’:"'f_ ?-’rf'?rr St e

the creator of the FIDE ranldng, |

profesaor Anpacd Elo, in his hoal.

The first chess clubs were organt:
w0 Warsawe and Pazian in the
Ihirtes and fordes of the X0 cen-
s M correspondlence maich
waz leld hatereen Beadin amid Fo-
Znan in 1Ha5, whilea sirnilad corre-
spordane malch betaesn Wal-
save anid Bozeow was held in
weals LE79-1883, The Cracow Clab
of Chess Plavers was establisted
in 1899 50 Cracow and.

Thi hisloey of Pollsh chess is ope-
ned b an awesome socormqlish-
ment of the Warsaw chess plavers
Sevmon Winawer, wha Oodshed se-
comd i the lnfernatonal chess
Lowrraament i Paris in 1867, behind
Folizeh but bedore the helure ellicial
wirld charmpioe Wilkeln Sredndez,

Trr [hat tieres 2 couple of extraordinge
v Polish chezs plavers, especially
Akiha Fithinatein snd Dawid Janows
s, wandered avound Edcepe with
sivnificant successes anong thi
world's elite, Dawdd Jannwski ceen
plazed a warld champdunshipr ek
in Paris in 1508 aeains] Eroanwel La
shoor, bal hewas defeated 25

Warsayy, Pulad & Mad 2006

urnamets of S Sehastian, Fise
crany, Winelaw (irgether with The-
ras), Warsaw and Vilnius, Gnishine
shcscl af a commplete Tineup of the
worlils sironeest plagers.

He became the:first candidale (or
the: weorld charnpionship: e and
his match against veorld champion
Ermanue] Lasler was awaited. The
warld champion talleed in superla-
s aboul his opponent, bul at
the: same lirme he proloaged e
nogoliations. Afier Bwo vears It
weas [0ally aoread that a marcl of
20 pames would he played in
different: cities of Turope and w-
uld starl i September, 1914,
Unforcunaters, the 1 World ¥ar
gtartes] and after the war condi-
tions chanped cdimstically, There
wee T TnoTL Tich spomsoes, whi-
[ financial Jire streaits and dally
worrivs Jell permanent scars n
the mind of Kiubinstzin, His iren
Bealel mod exeepliomal pevchiolo-
pical crilurance staried co fail
hiirre. AL this tine Rubnscein deck-
ded womalte a very memctable, &
i ang nohle move, He cancelled
the challenge of 1912 arainst La-

Polish Mhess Fadersfion TA26-2008 ©

skor and e released Taskes Roin
thae prormise 1o ploy a macch for
e worled championship. na lat-
ter to the world champinn he men-
tiomec] chat Capaklanca wonld de-
serve: oL Lo fehl foe the choss
crowi.  Rubinstein's  prophetic
wiolds wery quiclkly proved o he
true I 19271 Capablanes deleated
Tasker and becae e warld
charrpion!

My Euwe, the world champion he-
taeen 19351937 and FIDE prosi-
dent between 10701978, incladed
Rubinstein amang the clazsics of
the coval pame: "Wihen I rar o
soierd Sy, Kaehinstein war ww role
waicdal. Maeliastein wus s s -
7¢ haw s oo piited cid strong chess
Dlaver He was oas o0the most fnlen-
Led aronitocts, biilding e ahess fam-
pie, A research i the Setd of sliess
s sigRefoanily defer iR in oaxe
of Bix predecessos, flis thosts were
Mnding also jor his sucesssors, K-
Smstein i father of miadees fositio-
el filiey. Wikhont Eubinstein e
ool e wo Wl Buwe, Snivelon. "

Even thougly there were mani
chezs clubs and associations in the
hessinning of 1he XK conlury, Po-
Temail weans chivicloed o anesced Leed-
tories, which rendersd it impossi-
hle to establish one ovgmizion,
Topressnling nwrests ol choss
playeers throuphoul endee Polasd,

Algha Hnbingteis
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Hstablishment

of the Polish Chess Federation

g
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Warsaw, 11 th; fﬁpﬁz 1926

frazimicrs Makoweh § Dadel Provpisnbe

Stufa - wlanding Onlasiskt, Zubiiski. Regedzisiabi, Appel, Kodcawmski, Ptz

Poland  regaingd independence in
L8 and cless life resived, inilially
in cales and subzequenth in clubs.
In 1924 twee regianal organizalions
came to lifer Zwigzel Towarzysiw
azachowsch (Association of Chess
Societiea) in Posnad smd Polsli
Zweigzels Szachowy Walewrddlzlwa

ton of the Silesian Region).

Prdand’s representatives went in
1924 e Paris Ao paclicipale in the
chiess Olvmpiad, which took place
alengs the ¥III Clvmpic Games.
Only amateurs vere allowed o
parlicipate.

Palish Chess Federation has been
eslablished on Aprll 11, 1926, di-
ting a meeling of delegates from
clubs, socleties and tegional chess
associntions fom Warsaw,  Lacs,
Cracow, Pognag, Upper Silesia,
Isiv, Wilnus, Blabrsnok, Goansk and
some other cites, who represenlo:d
alnil. 160 registered chess plae
ers. The mectng ook place in the
headquarter of the Warszawslie

‘Warzaw, Peiand

1 Mlay 2008

Towarzysiwa - Evrolenniluer  Grev
Seachowe] (i Warsaw,

Téizef #abiriski became the first Pre-
sident of PCE with Dawid Preepidr-
ki as vivepresident and Bogelan
Eromostaesti ss secretnw general.

- The accepted statule provisioned
S].E-I_Skjﬁgﬁ (Polizhi Cheas Assncia

(hal PESeach was to orpanize chicss
lite I Peland smd to represent the
Polish chess plavers in (he Inlerna-
tipnal Chess: Federation. -Bul off-
cially it was gab anlil 1927 that PCF
Bzeame: FIDE member

Chesrepionships
of Polard

O the wery nexd day after PCF was
eslablished, the first chanpionship
of Poland was held (Warsaw, Al
12-50, 14260, Thawid Przepidrka ca-
rme st with 13 poiats (oot of 17,
ahead of Faulin Frrdman 12 and
Stanislaw Kot 11.5,

Malish champicaships wore: gl
ways the highest priorior eveniz
for PCE: Particlpants of the finals

Pralish) Ghass Federation 1928-5008 ©

were iindled Dom among (e best
plavers in Poland, nominated by a
sports captain ar sclecled in the
seni-Aoals, which were held alre
ady on the brink of 18925,/26 and
stavting fiom 1947 they have heen
beld every yean

ATl op Polishy plavers took pact in
the next Championship held o
Lodz in 1997 Akiba BEublnstein
remainded Rimsell e best vouth
vears and won sooring 115 peinls
(it of 1), ahicad of Ksawery Tar
lakower LG, Kaximierz Makar-
ezyk 9 and Teodor Regedzinsk 8.5,

e 3rd Champlonship was held
in Warsaw in 1936 and was ai the
game time the preliminary tourna-
il before the 1935 Chess Qb
piad  in  Warsaw.  Ksawery
Tartakewer was the winner 12 pio-
inls fout of 16, ahead Mieczystaw
Majdarl and  Paulin Frydman 11,
Tartakower cane also 1st in the
Championship in Jurata in 1937
scoring 17 points (out of 21D,
ahead Gidenn Stabilbere (Seedon)
16 gnd Miscepshw Majdorf 15, It
was the only Folish championship
with forelgn participants.

The I Wirded War [ 19239 and Go-
mEn cocupadion i 19391045 can-
aed a breald in the Polish champion-
ships, which Iasted for a few yoars,

It was resumed in 1945 and has be
e eoilinaed unbl teda: The G3rd
championshipy of Poland was held
i Cracow in 2006,

e =
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