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The beautiful Vienna
Pride and Sorrows of a Chess Magazine

Happily we had a person 
with us today, who could tell 
us much more about this 
guy. Young Steinitz came to 
Vienna in 1858 and started to 
play chess seriously in the 
Vienna Chess Society (just 
founded in 1857). In 1861 he 
won the club championship, 
only in the third attempt.
Where did he leave to ?
[As many other chess 
professionals after him.]



  

The beautiful Vienna
1855 – A short-living blossom

Ern(e)st Karl Falkbeer from 
Brünn [Brno] (1819-1885) 
was one of the first 
professionals in the chess 
scenary. He came to Vienna 
to study law. He had to leave 
Vienna (to Germany) in 1848, 
and played chess with 
Anderssen and Dufresne. 
Back to Vienna in 1853, he 
left, after founding that 
magazine to London.



  

Who of these gentlemen may have 
influenced Falkbeer most ?



  

The beautiful Vienna
1855 – A short-living blossom

The magazine was not 
able to survive in Vienna 
at that time. The reasons 
are not that clear to me, as 
the Viennese chess 
scenary was prospering 
during these years.
Do you know which chess 
master also left to London 
about 15 years later, 
leaving a chess magazine 
to die down?



  

Not Vienna 1873 or 1882,
but which tournament ?

Englisch, Pitschel ?, Rosenthal, Winawer, Mason ?,  
Anderssen, Zukertort, Bird, Steinitz (didn´t play), Clerc,
Gifford, Blackburne and Mackenzie may be missing.



  

The beautiful Vienna
Just another attempt in 1887

For sure Igna(t)z (von) 
Kolisch (1837-1889) was 
one of the initiators of a 
second attempt to 
implement a Wiener 
Schachzeitung. His 
family came from former 
Preßburg (now 
Bratislawa) to Vienna in 
1842. He was even at 
young age a very strong 
player, after his victory at 
Paris 1867 he came back 
to Vienna in 1869. 



  

The beautiful Vienna
Just another attempt in 1887

Kolisch supported also 
Hermann Lehner (1842-1897) 
and his (first) Oesterreichische 
Schachzeitung
(Be aware of the spelling; 1872-
1875), but that´s another story. 
Interesting enough in 1881 
Lehner founded another 
interesting chess publication – 
do you know the name and 
something about the content? 
This was continued till 1896, but 
at the end the chess content 
was very small.



  

The beautiful Vienna
Just another attempt in 1887

It was founded by Josef 
Berger (no data known to 
me) and Dr. Samuel Gold 
(a physician and 
journalist, who left to 
New York in 1892; 1835-
1920).
Gold was the (one and 
only?) chess teacher of 
whom? One hint: His 18 
year-old pupil continued 
Gold´s column in the 
Wiener Allgemeine 
Sportzeitung.  



  

The beautiful Vienna
Just another attempt in 1887

But also the second Wiener 
Schachzeitung which was of 
interesting content had a bad 
fate. Some trouble arose when 
Berger got seriously ill and Gold 
continued on his own. Even a 
lawsuit had to be decided in 
1888. But this could not hinder 
that this nice magazine silenty 
„passed away“ in March 1888.
Maybe the foundation of the 
„Neuer Wiener Schach-Klub“ 
was one of the reasons, but that
´s my unproofed speculation.   



  

The beautiful Vienna
Just another attempt in 1887



  

Wiener Schachzeitung 1898-1948
A kind of Who is Who

Two of the three 
founders:
Georg Marco (1863-1923), 
who came to Vienna in 
1882 to study what ? On 
the right-hand-sight you 
see 
Alexander Halprin
(1868-1921).
He was 
„Kammerstenograph“ of 
the Austrian Parliament. 
By the way: Who had the 
same job in Germany ?   



  

Wiener Schachzeitung 1898-1948
A kind of Who is Who

I am missing a good 
photo of Hugo 
Fähndrich (1851-
1930), who was a 
protegé of these two 
gentlemen, most 
important for the 
Viennese chess in 
the so-called „golden 
era“.
Albert Salomon 
Anselm Rothschild 
(1844-1911) and 
Leopold Trebitsch 
(1842-1906).   



  

Wiener Schachzeitung 1898-1948
Who is Who ?



  

An interesting letter



  

Wiener Schachzeitung 1898-1948
A kind of Who is Who

Here you see the famous Josef 
Krejcik (1885-1957), one of the most 
profilic supporters of Marco till 
beginning of the First World War. 
Marco continued the WSZ till 1916, 
but the magazine was often delayed. 
So the competitors were used to talk 
of the „Wiener Schachjahrbuch“.   



  

Wiener Schachzeitung 1898-1948
A kind of Who is Who

Akim Chaim Lewit, was born in 1893 in 
South-Russia (Dagestan). He came to 
Vienna to study engineering before WW I – 
but after he started his career as publisher. 
In March 1923 he and architect Robert 
Wahle revived the Neue Wiener 
Schachzeitung, even supported by the late 
Marco. In 1924 it was named „Wiener 
Schachzeitung“ and developed 
successfully to the best chess magazine in 
that time. 
But in April 1938 it was over again … 
Lewit even revived the WSZ for 1 ½ year in 
1948. This was a financial deaster, Lewit 
died in 1965.   



  

Who is who ?



  

Who is who ?



  

Who is who ?



  

Who is who ?
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