Encephalitis lethargica

Part. 2
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RAleja $rodkowa, poprzeczna

Pavillions in Kocborowo on the post-card by K. Kmiecikowski from 1930s;

now the whole set of buildings is protected as a ,,treasure of architecture”.
The kind lady from Administration assured me that it is perfectly safe, so I walked

around during 30 minutes, without pleasure however.



Kocborowo -
general view

Before 1900
German engineers built
Wasser-Turm
exclusively for the hospital (with its
ca 1000 patients).
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18 . Domniemana przyczyna choroby?

From ,,The Malady Report™ :

Supposed reason of the illness:
mental fatigue due to active participation in the chess
tournament for the championship of Poland.



PoLsSKI ZWIAZEK SZACHOWY WARSZAWA, D¥....0. . CZELWCE ... 188.7 k.
WARSZAWA I, EROLEWSKA 22 1. 6
EONTO p.K.0. 13.93%
TEL. 682-13

= Already on 5 June Polish Chess
Federation sent a letter (signed by Dawid
Przepiorka and Colonel Marian Steifer)

MB

TalRatn Shed il hioryeh wigskowoh

yrektor Zakta a chorych umyskowyc .

x Kochorouie to the Mr Director Esq.
Bedac pod przykrym wraZeniem choroby jednego z Ofthe KOCbOI‘OWO

lepszych mistrzéw szachowych p.A.Frydmana,zwracamy si . . .
o PRl o Psychiatric Hospital.

do Pana Dyrektora z proshg by byt tak uprzejmy i otoczyt

specjalng opiekg naszego mistrza.

Jednoczeénie prosimy by o przebiegu choroby byx . .
daskaw nas informowaé pod adresem Polskiego Zwigzku Sza- They klndly aSked fOr
chovego w Tarszaie. ,»special treatment for poor A. Frydman,
Zz Zarzgd
S one of our best chess masters.”
Vice-Prezes-D.Przepidrka W

Kapitam Sportowy Dr.f%.i;‘tei%er putk.dypl,
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1o. W jaki sposdb zachowywat (a) sie¢ pac-
jent(ka) w dziecinistwie i w okresie roz-
woju? Rozwdj cielesny i umystowy, cho-
roby dziecigce i rozwojowe, zdolnosci,
usposobienie, wychowanie, wyksztalcenie

szkolne ?
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(The boy of) early mental development, extremely talented.
In the age of 15, after contracting influenza, he suffered encephalitis lethargica - in this
state he remained during several months.

Later he was fully recovered, finished a college, he 1s an eminent chess player, with
mathematical talents, general intellectual niveau - good.



What 1s encephalitis lethargica?

A disease - inflammation of a brain (meningitis, Economo disease),
epidemic in years 1917 - 1925, from that time seldom. The virus was
never defined, high death rate.

Distant effect, for example post-lethargy Parkinsonism,
could happen many years later.

Antoni Prusinski, Fundamentals of Clinic Neurology, Warsaw 1983.

Comment of the medical consultant in Warsaw AD 2005:
Achilles Frydman contracted Encephalitis in 1919 or 1920.
Symptoms of brain damages have been observed
only many years after.

It might be inducted by various factors:
excitement, or irritation, or melancholy, or falling in love etc.
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) J ,) Kocborewo, dnia %/ go /// ‘193/2[
Zak{ad PS)'CthtI"yCZH}’ Poczta Starogard, (Pomorze) Telefon Nr 12

Kocborowo

Odwiadczenie dot. pacjenta (ki) . .. . i S 3 T M U L
%M /ﬁ‘:/// L ktéry (a) pozostawal (a)

na leczeniu w tutejszym Zakladzie Psychjatrycznym w czasie :
od daia % ZT, //l};/' i zostaje w dniu dzisiejszym zwolniony (a)
zlozyl (a) w obecnoéci drugostronnie podpisanego lekarza zakladowego na-

stepujace oéwiadczenie na okolicznoé¢, jak obchodzono siec z rim (nig)

w czasie pobytu w zakladzie . .
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Achilles Frydman spent one month in Kocborowo Hospital.
No medical papers mentioned his inclination for running nude.

After his health was improved, leaving the institution on 4 July 1937,

he wrote a short memo:

Medical staff with full understanding for patient’s needs, nursing - solicitous, kind and

devoted to the duties, which sometimes are very heavy.



Achilles Frydman tournament record:

1928 1.6dZ (m. miasta) 12 V ?

1929 L6dZ (m. miasta) 13 IV-V 7,5z12
1930 L6dZ (m. miasta) 14 IV 8,5z 13
1931 L6dZ (m. miasta) 10 IV-V 5z9
1933 L6dZ (m. miasta) 12 V 6z 11

1934 1647 (tur.,4”) 4 IV 252z6

1935 L6dZ (tur. przedolimp.) 14 II-V 8,5z 13
1935 Lodz (tur. ,,4”) 4 T 32 6

1935 Warszawa (m. Polski) 17 V 952 16
1935 Lo6dZ (tur. miedzynar) 10 VII 3,5z9
1935 L6dZ (m. miasta) 15 IV 95z 14
1936 L6dZ (m.LTZGSz) 14 1 11z 13
1936 L6dz (tur. LtTZGSz) 7 V=-VI 3,5z6
1937 Jurata (m. Polski) 22 XX 6,5z 21

Source: Tadeusz Wolsza, Dictionary of Polish Chessplayers, vol. 3, p. 33.

A. Frydman’s games in rounds XVI-XXI (against Jagielski, Szpiro, Piltz, Zawadzki,
Wojciechowski and Gerstenfeld) were not played.



After Jurata 1937 Achilles Frydman
has never entered an official encounter.

Tartakower wrote 1n “Przeglad Szachowy” 7/1937, p. 98:

Tragic incident with sympathetic and commonly popular
Achilles Frydman shows that chess game,
under its peaceful shape, hides stormy passions.
Undoubtedly, one of the reasons of Lodz master’ disease was ambition;
sometimes it stimulates people for the most noble exploits,
but sometimes drives them into the depth of madness.



