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La mostra <Il misterioso obelisco dell'elefante di Catania>,
ö nata dalla volontä dell'autore di dimlgate ad un pubblico
non specialista le ultime ricerche relative alla storia
dell'obelisco che sormonta l'elefante della fontana di Piazza
Duomo di Catania.

The obeLisk in Piazza Duomo in Catania is Egyptianizing:
that is to say, it is a monument that imitates Egyptian
figurative elements in the imagery and in the regal and
divine attributes. Furthermore, it does not exhibit
hieroglyphics relating to the cult of Isis, but simply incised
designs: above all human and divine figures, placed from
top to bottom, which, as rhey do not consritute hieroglyphic
writing in the full sense, serve a purely ornamental purpose.
A peculiar characteristic of our obetsk, which tourist
guides should highlight, is the untypical and singular
octagonal shape, which so far has not been found in any
other known obelisks, which have quadrangular section.

Obwohl der Obelisk in Domplatz im altägyptischen Stil ist,
bleiben Chronologie und Herkunft ungewiß. Auf Grund der
ausführlichen Analyse des bildlichen Systems ist es
möglich, einige Schlußfolgerungen zu ziehen...
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