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The Quest for the Lost Incunabulum

  

"International Von der Lasa Award"© presented in Valencia

On 15 May 1495, Francesch Vicent’s book Libre dels jochs partitis dels scachs en nombre de 100 was
printed in Valencia by Lope de la Roca and Pere Trincher. A considerable prize was offered now which
will be paid to the happy finder of the possibly last existing copy of the original incunabulum.

  

There is a trace that ca. 1913 a copy of the book was sold in Barcelona by a mysterious bookseller,
Salvador Babra, and that the book ended up in the USA. As it is the first printed work dealing with the
modern rules of chess (after the revolutionary changes of the chess rules in the 15th century), this
incunabulum is of outstanding chess historical importance.

Already in May 2011 when Michael Negele met José A. Garzón in Valencia, a first pact was made to start
the search for that book (see "On the Hunt for the Lost Chess Book" – English / German version). This
month, on 11th of December the official announcement of the "International Von der Lasa Award"© took
place in Valencia’s antiquarian bookshop "Librería Anticuaria Rafael Solaz". Our member José A. Garzón
has sent us some information and photos:

https://www.kwabc.org/en/newsitem/on-the-hunt-for-the-lost-chess-book.html
https://www.kwabc.org/de/news/auf-der-jagd-nach-dem-verschollenen-schachbuch.html


   Flyer "Premio
Internacional Von der Lasa" (click to open the corresponding PDF)  

  

The following attendees were present at the event: D. Cristóbal Grau, Councillor for Sports and of the City
of Valencia, Francisco Tortajada, Councillor of Culture of the City of Segorbe, and José A. Garzon,
member of the KWA, representing also the other promoters and sponsors.

The modalities are linked on the page www.origenvalencianodelajedrez.com/..., you can also directly open
the corresponding PDF files in Spanish, English and German. The considerable prize sum amounts to
18,000 € (i.e. more than $23,000 at current exchange rates)!

   Sponsors and
promoters: Rafael Solaz Gallego (Libreria Anticuaria R.S.), Francisco Tortajada (Deputy Major of
Segorbe), Rafa Ferrando, José A. Garzón (KWA), Rafael Solaz Albert (Societat Bib.), Jerònima Galés and
Cristóbal Grau (Councillor of Valencia). P  

  

The following 7 photos: Courtesy of Javier Furió, VLCciudad.

https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/premio_lasa.pdf
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/premio_lasa.pdf
http://www.origenvalencianodelajedrez.com/interior.php?pk=26
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/premio_v_d_lasa.pdf
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/prize_lasa.pdf
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/preis_lasa.pdf
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_01.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_01.jpg


  

   Sponsors and
promoters and the team of the Fundación Deportiva Municipal of Valencia.
  

   Cristóbal Grau,
José A. Garzón and Francisco Tortajada
  

https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_02.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_02.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_03.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_03.jpg


   Are we in the
Solaz’ Library or Pere Trincher’s Library, one of the printers of Vicent’s book?
  

   NEBEA (2012),
a key work for the search of Vicent´s book.
  

https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_04.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_04.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_05.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_05.jpg


   A book in 4º,
nearly a twin of Vicent´s book.
  

   Rafael Solaz
Albert signing the agreement of the award
  

https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_06.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_06.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_07.jpg
https://www.kwabc.org/files/kwabc/news/2012/12/valencia_2012/valencia_07.jpg


   Award
Announcement

  

The presentation also met with a high level of response in the media (newspapers, radio and television).
Some links / articles in Spanish:

www.origenvalencianodelajedrez.com and the corresponding English page
Article at ChessBase
Article at europress
Article at vlcciudad
Article at La Vanguardia.com
Article at levante-emv.com
Article at el ABC.es
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http://www.origenvalencianodelajedrez.com
http://www.origenvalencianodelajedrez.com/en/index.php
http://www.chessbase.com/espanola/newsdetail2.asp?id=11441
http://www.europapress.es/comunitat-valenciana/noticia-cultura-premio-von-der-lasa-busca-libro-1495-valencia-recoge-normas-ajedrez-moderno-20121211203751.html
http://www.vlcciudad.com/se-presenta-el-premio-internacional-von-der-lasa-una-iniciativa-que-pretende-recuperar-el-primer-tratado-de-ajedrez-moderno-de-francesch-vicent-de-1495/
http://www.lavanguardia.com/local/valencia/20121211/54356280128/el-premio-von-der-lasa-busca-un-libro-de-1495-en-valencia-que-recoge-las-normas-del-ajedrez-moderno.html
http://www.levante-emv.com/deportes/2012/12/12/busca-biblia-ajedrez/959022.html
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