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Rare books from the Jean Mennerat collection

Jean Olivier Leconte
Clémence Tariol during her presentation

This is the text of the first conference held on Saturday 2 September at the CH&LS association's general
meeting in Belfort.

The presentation was given by Clémence Tariol, curator of the Mennerat collection at the Léon Deubel
library in Belfort.

After this rich presentation, the various rare books were presented for consultation.
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Belfort, a land of chess

We are delighted to welcome you today to the Belfort municipal library.

Your visit confirms the importance attached to chess in the city of Belfort, as demonstrated by the dynamism of the
Belfort Chess Club, chaired by Christophe Infanti, and the organisation in 1988 of the World Chess Cup in the city.

This taste for chess explains the presence in our collections of the Mennerat collection, which is the leading chess

collection in France and one of the four most prestigious in the world.
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The talk will last approximately 30 to 40 minutes. It will be followed by a presentation of the books, with the opportunity

to approach the works and take photos without flash.
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Jean Mennerat and his collection

The collection of Dr Jean Mennerat (1917-2007) was bequeathed to the library in 2007 by Jean Paul Touzé, then
President of the Belfort Chess Club. Through his donation, Jean Mennerat wanted to ensure that his collection would

not be cut up and that it would be accessible to as many people as possible.

Jean Mennerat began his collection in 1936. The collection has been growing since
1984. It includes 27,200 books and around a thousand journal titles.

8% of the works are in French, which is as many as books in Spanish, Dutch or
Slavonic. The dominant language is English, with almost 6,000 titles, followed by
German with 4,100 titles.

In addition to these common languages, the chess player has also collected books
in rarer languages such as Hebrew, Swedish, Maori and Esperanto, giving the
collection a truly international and universal flavour.

The exhaustive nature of the collection can be clearly seen in the example of the
journals. Jean Mennerat patiently collected a large number of chess magazines
from all over the world, including India, Israel, what was then Yugoslavia and
Russia.

D Presentation by
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Ex-libris Mennerat
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Mennerat was an enlightened chess player who sought to understand the history of the game,
writing in particular about the Chapais manuscript preserved in Poland.

Finally, he was a true bibliophile who designed and organised his collection.
He divided it into 4 main themes:

* General and study

* Tournaments and matches

* Game progress

* Influence of the game in various fields.

The fields covered by the collection are therefore vast, since it includes both theoretical
documents on the game of chess and representations of the game, as illustrated by his
collection of postcards.

In addition, Jean Mennerat seeks to preserve as many different editions of the same work as
possible, as is the case with Philidor's treatise on chess.

Jean Mennerat The collection is a reminder of France's role in the development of the game in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, but it was through exchanges with other nationalities that chess
took shape. Philidor, for example, was French, but wrote his treatise in the Netherlands and
spent his career in London.

Jean Mennerat has compiled a number of exceptional works considered to be classics on the
subject.

Classics and rarities, in chronological order

The collection traces the history of chess. The starting point for this history is Lucena's incunabulum, published in
Salamanca in 1497.

This work is considered to be the first printed work on chess, and is extremely rare. It is present in the Mennerat
collection only in facsimile form.

Nevertheless, Mennerat acquired another fundamental book for the discipline, an original and rare edition of De ludo
Scachorum in legali methodo tractatus from 1583, published in Pesaro, Italy.

This complete description of the game of chess by Tommaso Azzio (1563-1610) attempts to prove from the point of
view of canon and civil law that the game of chess is not a game of chance and money and therefore should not be
subject to the same regulations. He followed in the footsteps of Jacques de Cessoles and defended the idea of chess as
a metaphor for the ideal city.
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Manuscript bookplate of Nicolo Mansangui da Fossombrone FM MAN 18,
Belfort municipal library
02/09/2023

Another major figure was Ruy Lopez de Segura (1530-1580), a
priest and adviser to Philip Il of Spain, who is sometimes referred
to as the "father of theory" because of his Libro de la invencion
liberal y arte del juego des Axedrez, published in 1561, in which
he promoted the principle of the prise en passant and gave the
first analysis of the "Spanish game", now known as the Ruy Lopez
opening.

We have the first edition of the treatise in Italian from 1584 (FM
MAN 1184) as well as a French in-12 edition from 1674 (FM MAN
1185) published in Paris by Antoine de Rafflé.

Opposite the title page is a note from its eighteenth-century
possessor, Eustache Deschamps:

« | first bought this book in Paris in 1784. 24 sous. It contains the
most interesting parts and singularly almost all those of Philidor, in
his 4 works. Philidor is considered to be the first Frenchman to
have written on the game of chess, as he says in his preface; so
this work was unknown to him, and no less so to all the players
and amateurs at the Café de la Régence to whom | spoke about it.
You will see that the rules followed in Paris at the end of the last
century were different from modern ones, especially in the way
chess was played.»
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The parchment-bound copy FM
MAN 19 in 4° format bears the
handwritten bookplate of Nicolo
Mansangui da Fossombrone on the
recto of the 1st flyleaf and the
printer's  mark of  Girolamo

Concordia on the title page.
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La maison académique, contenant les jeux du picquet, du hoc ... et autres jeux
facétieux et divertissans. - Lyon, by Jean-Baptiste Deville, M. DC. LXXIV [1674]. -
Piéces liminaires, 324p.
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A collection of illustrious provenance

The collection can also be seen as a collection of ex-libris of personalities from
the world of chess, with the provenance of the works brought together making it
possible to sketch out a history of chess.

- Gianutio, Horatio, Libeo nel quale si tratta della maniera di giuocar ascacchi...
Torino : A de Bianchi, 1597 [19th century reprint]. Introductory material, 51 ff,
figures; In-4°. FM MAN 716

Modern binding. Ex-libris of Belton house (large English mansion which belonged
to the Brownlow family until 1984, Lincolnshire region) Reprint of a classic chess
text

Bookplate of Belton House FM MAN 716, Belfort municipal library
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Edmond Hoyle (1672-1769) was a private whist teacher who distributed a brochure
containing his advice to his clients. Faced with the development of illegal editions,
he officially published his manual in 1743, followed in 1750 by a collection of rules
for several games, including chess, entitled Mr Hoyle's games. This work replaced
that of Charles Cotton, which had been an authority on the subject in England at
the time. A 1761 edition of Hoyle's games bearing the ex libris of J. B. Findlay is
preserved in Belfort.

(Hoyle Edmond. Mr Hoyle's games of Whist, Quadrille... the twelfth edition. -
London, T. Osborne, [1761]. - Liminaires, 214 p. - in 12°. FM ACA 19 Bookplate of J.
B Findlay.

The presence of these bookplates makes it possible to retrace the history of the
copies, some of which had a particularly eventful life, such as this copy of La plus
nouvelle Académie universelle des jeux ou divertissemens innocens... edition
revised and published in Leiden by Pierre Van der Acai in 1721 (2 volumes,
Introductory Parts, 229 p. and 430 p.; in-12°). FM ACA 1 Bis Planches, basane
binding with restorations, gilt on spine). The copy bears 3 bookplates in addition to
that of J. Mennerat, that of Edward Jacjson Barron, that of the Gladstone Library
national liberal club (a private London club founded by William Ewart Gladstone in
1882 for the development of the Liberal Party) and that of J. E. A. Reynke van Stuwe
(1876-1962).
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As well as individuals, the Mennerat collection also evokes the great chess collections of the world. Several books, for
example, come from public collections, and more specifically from the Brooklyn Public Library (ex FM VAR 456), which
are easily recognisable by their binding.

Stamp and binding of the Brooklyn Public Library FM VAR 456, Belfort

Municipal Library
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An illustrated collection

The collection assembled is not just a sum of chess study books, it is also a figurative and poetic whole. Indeed, Mennerat
blends the arts and theoretical knowledge. Alongside diagrams and game tables, these books feature some very fine
engravings which, like the poems presented here, make remarkable use of the symbalic and allegorical power of the chess
pieces.

Among the poems dedicated to this game, the collection includes several editions of the poem by Vida Marco Girolamo
(1485-1566), an Italian bishop and humanist. The poet attracted the good graces of Popes Leo X and Clement VI, and is
best known for his Scacchia Ludus, published in 1527. This is the oldest poem dedicated to chess. In 628 Latin verses, it
recounts the wedding of Ocean and Tellus, during which Tellus proposes that Mercury and Apollo play chess against each
other. The confrontation is presented by the poet as an imitation of ancient battle stories.

The poem went through many editions and translations, including a 1603 edition, in-16, published in Lyon by Jean
Pillehotte (FM POE24). This copy belonged to Etienne Récamier's library in Lyon. Another remarkable copy is a 1604
edition published in Argentina, with the date shown in chronogram. The Vida poem is followed by poems written by the
publisher or signed by "Johannes Schultz, David Hugwartus Sigismundus Ridelius". The green calf binding bears the arms
of Joaquim Gomez de la Cortina (1805-1868), a great bibliophile of the 19th century.
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Marco Girolamo Vida. Scacchia Ludus: Or, the Game of Chess
A Poem... / Marcus Hieronymus Vida ; translated into English
by M. Erskine. - London]: A. Millar, 1736. - 1 vol. (VIll-220
p.)Collection of the Belfart municipal library

The collection also includes another copy of an English translation by Mr Erskine, published in London by Millar in 1736. The
work is dedicated to Charles Churchill, Duke of Marlborough. The edition is particularly meticulous and aesthetically
pleasing, as can be seen from the abundance of woodcut vignettes, lettering and the fine intaglio engraving by Carnvitham.
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Finally, to conclude this presentation, let's not forget that the Mennerat collection is certainly a specialist collection, but it
also welcomes any document with a link to chess, and literature is not absent, in particular the numerous editions of
Stefan Zweig's Le joueurs d'échecs.
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