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Prefacio  
del GM Ian Rogers  

Who is Doug Hamilton?  I can hear many readers asking. 

As a 12-year-old starting out in competitive chess, Doug Hamilton was quite simply my hero. In Melbourne 
during the early 1970s – the Fischer boom era – Doug Hamilton was the player I, and almost every other junior, 
wanted to emulate. His brilliant sacrifices featured regularly in the local newspapers’ chess columns and he could 
be found giving exhibitions in chess clubs and pubs alike. 

Hamilton was Australia’s best player of the 1960s, albeit often first among equals. However Hamilton was also 
the spectator magnet, with his spectacular games and carefree attitude to his pieces, a reflection of his always 
affable and happy-go-lucky character.  

Hamilton forged his successes despite rarely being able to compete outside Australia; airfares were prohibitively 
expensive in the 1960s and ships took weeks to reach Europe or the Americas. 

As the 1970s progressed Max Fuller and Robert Jamieson became stronger, but Hamilton retained his ability to 
attack from any position. («Why do such things happen in Hamilton’s games and not ours?»  said an annotator 
after one of Hamilton’s particularly unexpected sacrifices at the 1972/3 Australian Open) Of course Hamilton 
could also crash and burn, but more often he successfully walked a tightrope to victory. 

In 1982, when Hamilton was already over 40 and no longer ranked in Australia’s top 10, he secured one of the 
most remarkable victories in Australian chess history. At the Australian Championships in Melbourne, Hamilton 
outclassed the entire new generation – including Rogers, Johansen and Hjorth, plus Jamieson, who scored the 
first Australian Grandmaster ‘norm’ soon afterwards - to win his third national title. 

Until today Hamilton, now 80, has continued to be active over the board and, in the COVID era, online. 
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Through diligent research, Jesús Seoane has shed light on all parts of Hamilton’s chess career. By using textual 
and human resources to find material about Hamilton, Seoane is able to show all aspects of Hamilton’s chess 
life – from his Olympiad struggles against big names such as Korchnoi, Reshevsky and Larsen, to sparkling 
miniatures at local Melbourne tournaments. 

‘Doug Hamilton – The Australian Tal’ does not shy away from Hamilton’s failures; most notably spending a 
chapter on his battles with angstgegner Robert Jamieson. While Jamieson was developing the modern theory of 
the Pelikan Sicilian contemporaneously with the Chelyabinsk school, Hamilton was the perpetual victim; 
searching for a refutation with White which computers have subsequently shown does not exist. 

Indeed, I remember sitting next to Hamilton in Melbourne when he uncorked the new sacrificial plan 1.e4 c5 
2.¤f3 Ĥc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.¤xd4 Ĥf6 5.¤c3 e5 6.¤db5 d6 7.¥g5 a6 8.¥xf6 gxf6 9.¤a3 f5 10.¥c4!?, with 
the idea 10...b5 11.¥b3 b4 12.£h5! I was impressed, as Hamilton’s idea seemed to me to win in all lines. It 
did, except for 12…Ħa7! which Jamieson found, and so yet another defeat for Hamilton against Jamieson was 
registered. 

In this book you will discover, win or lose, great creativity in Hamilton’s games. Even later in life, when 
positional chess features rather more prominently in his games, the sight of an exposed king brings out the 
tactician in Hamilton. 

Hamilton’s peak came before the internet, before Elo ratings, before easy travel, and before most Australian 
games were preserved. So creating a chess biography of Hamilton was thought to be a difficult, if not impossible, 
task. 

Yet Seoane has managed this and more; his book being not only a great game collection but also a window into 
a forgotten era of Australian chess. 

Ultimately ‘Doug Hamilton – The Australian Tal’ shows how even the most talented player - born into a country 
which gave chess little interest until the Fischer-Spassky match - could go so far and no further up the chess 
ladder, yet could nonetheless produce games of great quality.  

Enjoy! 

Ian Rogers 
Sydney 

June 2020 




