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In remembrance of Lasker

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the death of Emanuel Lasker (711-01-1941) we give a short
note of remembrance.

Below we give an obituary by Hermann Helms from the Brooklyn Eagle.
The reprinted Lasker problem is an original from Checkmate, July 1903 (No 285)
(see problem No 6, p.399 of the German Lasker monograph [2009]).
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By HERMANN HELMS

Cypress Hills Burial Plot Will Be |
Shrine for Devotees of the Game—-
Star's Friendship Was Treasul

It's a long cry from 1893 to 1941, Almost half a cen-|

m——

tury ago. & dapper young man of 24. who had been making|
his reputation in German and English chess circles§came
to New York. He entered the Impromptu Tournament of|
that year and won it—13 straight. Before the New Year he
had visited the Brooklyn Chess Club on Montague St., ad-
joining the library. Then and there he demonstrated to the

away from his birthplace near
Berlin, his remains lle in Sheareth
Israel Cemetery, Cypress Hills, To
| chess devotees the world over that
plot of ground will be a sacred
shrine,

Emanuel Lasker was a glfted
man of many parts. He was

scholar, mathematiclan, philoso-
pher, writer, author and publisher
of books—several of these apart
from chess. Like a Colossus he
bestrode the chess world. Alfer
the loss of his title even, he con-
tnued W perform  miracles. A
small man in stature, yet he was
an intellectunl glant and his
achlevements Olymplan.

The world will miss Dr. Lasker.
As a contender in the serious chess
| arena. his race had been run His
| {riendship meant much to those
privileged to know him and even
more to those whe enjoyed his
confidence. Such were Harold M.
Phillips and Dr. Joseph Planz of
the Manhattan Chess Club. They
were close to him until the very
end. It was fitting, too, that Ed-
ward Lasker (no relation. but also

! Abe old maes-
Berlin. we forget! '
No finer fribule to Lasker's

E
|

manuel Lasker drew from
mathematies principles of think-
ing and living that made him a
e figure. Unflinching tn
|his absolute honesty of mind, b.u[

‘was_an intearity that brooked no|

satisfaction of all, that his talent was akin to genius.
They buriea him on Monday at the ripe age of 72. Far

Chess Problem No, 1,943
By DR, EMANUEL LASKER

White to gar and mate In thres moves.

White—K on KBJ: Q on QR4: R on

: B on QRI; P on QB4.

Black—E on K4: B on QB: P on QB2
@4, KB4 and KBS, 4
compromise. He lived on a plane
! slevated from the conflicting
standards of a confused world.
| Whether he applied himself to
| problems of chess, of philosophy, or
| of history, it was from the domain
of pure and lofty thinking alone
that he drew the rules by which
he sought to solve them. On that |
plane of pure thought logle and
morality became one. The Ines-
capable relations of cause and ef-
fect, clear vision and unswerving
rectitude created the man that he
was, his moral stature and his in-
tellectual eminence.”

Dr. Lasker resided at 610 W.
130th Bt., Manhattan, Among the
many messages of condolence re-
celvkd by Mrs, Lasker was one
from Dr. C. Harold King of the
Colgate Universily faculty, preal-
dent of the New York State Chess
TAuochon. who had rare oppor-
tunities for discussions with Dr,
Lasker at Hamilton during the
Summers of 1930 and 1840. From
a slck bed In the Bronson Method-
ist Hospital in Kalamazoo, Mich,
Dr. Arthur E. West, a president of
the erstwhile Western Chess Asso-
ciation, sena & glowing apprecia-
tion.
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For photos of Lasker's grave see our column Chess Graves.
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| Thanksgiving by Martha Lasker

Words spoken by the Rev. Dr. D. de Sola Pool at the funeral on Monday, 13 January 1941
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Words spoken by the Rev. Dr. D. do Sola Pool at the funerel
of Exanuel Laoker,. Jamuary 13, 19041.

Enonuol Lasker iz at rest. ALl waakneas Xx
pxxx has passed. FHis wearinoss is auuagod.r The ssruggle
18 over. Hie leat contest is finishod. But who that koow
him could hava muh;a for enother onding whon a draw would
have meant living on in dieability, waging an 4ipoconclusive
noaningloso physical notruggle? ¥lone of us coalid wish for
Enauuel Laaltor a Aite af groving ruedana acd phvaical
dapsndonco. Thet would not have been tha man we xnow, the
vital naatar, the creative nind, the luminous sonl.

Let us think of bim rathor eée¢ the man who livad
{n renine of yure thought. In this bo was the trus eon of
bis rntf:tl the epiritual leader of nie gommunity. Emanuol
Looker was clwaye brioging the powar of thought %o baer on
problens.  His recent publicatica "The Cormrmnity of the
Futu=e®, bears witnoss to hia attenpt to solve the problena
of strickon humanity by an applions ion of lman Tedscn ond
guodwilke

By profasgsion bs wag originally & mathomaticlan.
He wao instructor of nnthcnntiql 1e the University of
Manchester, & writer cf nathenetioal books, a croator of
mathematicns., Tbere is no discipline which uxnetn more honatty
of thinking thsn dooc patnematics. None DAy ‘:.rnnagrann ite
lews with dopunity. It demendc absolute hona=ty of thought.
Mual Logker mt that ohallenge superbly, for in tho bon==2ty
of hu thj.*s end integrity of hio mind thore Was no
ﬂﬂm}mﬂn pou:l.hh. :
' Ha wan Mnnma o:‘ compronising his word. To
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¢ail to kesp oneo's word or to 1ive up to the fullness of
one's obligetion evan in triviel matteors, Was %0 forfolt
the rospsct and the griendship of Emanuel Lanker. suah wasg
the pental integrity by whioh ho lived; such was the noral
integrity by waich he lived. T¥or he drew fron mathematics
prlnulplnu of 1iving :hnt zede hin a great morel figure.

This uttor rectitude wos the fourndesion of his
mastery of chess, Not for hixz were any tricke of tho gano
or chosp fleshy moves. Ho doninated iV by clear far-seoing
nonescty of thinking end o carsful weighing of tho effect
orf avery atscp taken. It was hiz unflinching noral ity
applied to the cheas board, the morality of nothenaties with
{ts emphagiz on reston, order apd tho inescapeble relation
of ocuse and effect, wnich detorninéd Tns ruiue Uy wiluh
he played the geme. UD the plane oOf purs thought, 1651u and
norality boosme cae in nin ard orsntad tiet unewerving
rectitude which nade the pornl stature and intellectual
luinannn of the nman.

But we would not recall hin only oo an anbod Led
man. We think or him 88 ‘2 warm-hearted friond and gontle
ecompenion with the simplo directness of childhood. o thlnk
of tho humor that ®oO reondily ohed light on the sterner
nogents of life and triunphed over the crucl chances which
troubled hie later ¥Yeors. Weo think of him a8 Iumorous, humen
and bumeno. Wo thipk of tho 8%imilasing wWealth of his broed
1itorary culture. We think of him ag a eitizen of the world

who had come before princes and brought honor not only to
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himself but also to hio Jewiph paople. With reveronce W
thick of bim as the devoted compenion and lover of her who
ag his wife brought to nin 8o complote AD understanding, g0
perfect & conprnionghip and SO wonderful a happinono.
And now death has brought him penca and left

%o us cherishod and sacred memorios. Ho warnod both hands
BATOTH LU [liu of Mkfmy 4% ean¥ and ho was ready to depsrt.

nThe ways of death ars gcothing and sorens,

ApA all tne words of death arao greve and swoot.

4 ourmar'n night dsgconding cool ond graan

And dark on deysims’s dust ond stroas mnd heet.

Tho ways of death aro poothing and sermgna,
And all the worde or death ors grave amd swest.”
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CATALOGUE NO. 3 MAY, 1941

Dr. Emanuel Lasker

DE. ALBEECHT BUSCHKE
200 Herm Boslevisd
Wam Mew Brighton, Ststes lidend, M. Y.

Buschke catalogue No. 3, May 1941

with the "Emanuel Lasker Memorial Sale":
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Photos partly from the Lasker scrapbooks in Cleveland (CPL) -
kindly provided by Michael Negele
and Wolfgang Angerstein (Buschke catalog)
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