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How it all began …

William Ritson MORRY (Ritson-Morry) (1910-1994)

Birmingham Junior International Tournament
(April 1950)

• 20 boys (U20)

• England (8), Wales (1) and 7 overseas countries
• Belgium (4)
• Netherlands (2)
• France, Germany, Iceland, Norway, Sweden (1)

• Won by B. Häggqvist (Sweden)



1st World Junior Ch.
Birmingham 11-23 June 1951

• 17 Countries, 3 from outside Europe: 
Argentina – Australia – Canada

• England: second player “to avoid a bye”
• 11 rounds Swiss System
• won by Boris IVKOV (Yugoslavia)



2d World Junior Ch.
Copenhagen 3–21 July 1953

• 20 Countries: U.S.A.  Present for the first time
• 2 Preliminary groups of 10 players
• Final best 8: Round Robin 
• Classification for places 9 - 20 7 rounds Swiss 

System
• Won by Oscar PANNO (Argentina)



1955 France or Belgium?

F.I.D.E. Congress 1954:



Hendrik Baelen

Hendrik Baelen (°30-11-1899, †9-2-1977)

Primary school Principal – Retired

Youth Leader of the Belgian Chess Federation
since 1948

His initiatives to promote youth chess would be an
exemplary ‘how to’ book.



My main source



The Invitations

F.I.D.E.: March, 15th: circular to all national 
federations

Inscription had to be done before June, 15th

Entrance fee : 50 CHF (~570 BEF)

(To settle the mind: 1 BEF 1955 ~ 1 EURO 2022)



Not 20 but 23 Countries
June,15th : 20 countries have signed up.
F.I.D.E.: Telegram June, 16th: Add Finland – France –(Iceland)

Printed posters and entrance tickets: 22 countries …
July, 8th: Telegram: New for Baelen: the name of participant from 
Iceland

> Belgium: a second participant



John Spencer PURDY °5-9-1935, †27-8-2011
Son of …

Australian Champion
Idea: we have a strong candidate

The Players

AUSTRALIA



A long trip …

A fundraising campaign brought in £ 500 (70.000 
BEF)

Boarded the Italian liner Oceania (£437) on May 21 
in Sydney. 
Disembarked in Naples on June 22.
By train to London.

Training Tournament in Birmingham (June 28 – July 
9).
Wade in B.C.M.:
about Purdy: ‘poor showing – won only one game 
and was nearly always struggling in the others.’
about Lloyd: ‘opening play far from correct – excelled 
in finding resources in the middle game’



Kenneth William LLOYD °23-2-1936,    ?
Not the British Junior Champion

Won Tournament in Birmingham to 
designate the British representative.

National Ranking List August 1954: 
player of category 4 b ≈ 2100 ELO

The Players

GREAT-BRITAIN



Gustave SOMERS °23-2-1937,    ?

Belgian Junior Champion 1955.

The Players

BELGIUM



Dieter René KELLER °19-7-1936,  [       ]
Participated already in Copenhagen 

1953.

Awarded IM-title in 1961
Zürich 1959: win against Bobby Fischer

The Players

SWITZERLAND



Ernst KREPPENHOFER °19-8-1936,    ?

Austrian Junior Champion 1953 and 
1954

The Players

AUSTRIA



Vagn Rauhe JØRGENSEN °2-8-1937,  [       ]

In 1953, participated in a 
International Junior Tournament in 
Trondheim: result 3/7.

The Players

DENMARK



Dragoljub ĆIRIĆ °11-12-1935, †17-8-2014 

1953: Candidate Master
1954: Yugoslavian Junior Champion

1961: IM
1965: GM

The Players

YUGOSLAVIA



Svein JOHANNESSEN °17-10-1937, †27-11-2007 

1954: Norwegian Junior Champion

1955: got the right to play in the Norwegian 
Masterclass

1961: IM

Book: Øystein Brekke. Sjakkmesteren Svein
Johannessen, 2009.

The Players

NORWAY



Miguel (Miquel) FARRÉ MALLOFRÉ  °23-2-1936,  [       ]

Participated already in Copenhagen 1953.

1959: IM
Well known Spanish pianist and music 

professor in Barcelona.

The Players

SPAIN



Johannes Jacobus VAN OOSTEROM °12-12-1937,  †22-10-2016 

1954: Junior Champion of Hilversum and Utrecht

1955: Plays one of the highest boards of his club H.S.G. 
in the first class of the K.N.S.B.-competition.

Well known Dutch billionaire as Industrial (One of the 
founders of the ICT-Company VOLMAC) and Chess Sponsor.

The Players

THE NETHERLANDS



Hans-Jürgen Heinrich KLAGES     °7-6-1937    ?

1954: ended ex-aequo first in the Junior 
Championship of West-Germany, but lost the 
title-match against Gert Rinder (°3-7-1935).

The Players

WEST-GERMANY



Edmar John MEDNIS °22-3-1937, †13-2-2002

1954: 2d in the New York State Championship
1955: Already of Master strength.

Educated as a chemical engineer
1980: GM.

The Players

U.S.A.



William LOMBARDY  ??

A second American ?

U.S.A.



NO

William LOMBARDY will win the next 
Junior WCC in Toronto (CAN) 1957.

Interesting: see also book
W. Lombardy. Understanding Chess, 2011, 
p.47. 

A second American ?

U.S.A.



Boris Vasilovitsj SPASSKY °30-6-1937,   [       ]

First entrance of U.S.S.R. in this 
competition.

1954: International Master

The Players

U.S.S.R.



Dómnall (Dónal) F. DEISEACH    24-6-1938  ?

1954-55: Second in the Irish 
Championship for Schoolboys.

The Players

IRELAND



Samuel SCHWEBER °16-7-1936, †1-1-2017 

1961: IM

The Players

ARGENTINA



Georges PHILIPPE °7-12-1935, †5-9-2010 

Played in the first team of Differdange.

The Players

LUXEMBOURG



Leo Aleksander HÄLLSTRÖM       °16-6-1936, †10-4-2014 

1955: Finnish Youth Champion.

The Players

FINLAND



Guéorgui (Georgi) Peev (Petrov) TRINGOV °7-3-1937, †2-7-2000 

His first international tournament.

1962: IM

1963: GM

The Players

BULGARIA



Günter DONIA °31-12-1936,  ? 

The Players

SAARLAND



Lajos PORTISCH °4-4-1937,   [       ]

1991: GM

The Players

HUNGARY



Hans Albert Carl Jan Hildingsson BRODEN 10-1-1937 [       ]

1954: Swedish Junior Champion
Came from Grasse (France) where his father had 

sent him to learn French.

Hans Broden in 2019, at the reception of Hotel Eggers in 
Gothenburg.                                                                          >

The Players

SWEDEN



Armand Joseph MULLER    °30-5-1937,   ?

from Mulhouse
1955: Won a selection tournament

The Players

FRANCE



Ingi Randver JÓHANSSON °5-12-1936, †31-10-2010 

The Players

ICELAND



Michel VANHOORNE °10-4-1935,   [       ]

1955: Second in the Belgium Junior 
Championship

The Players

BELGIUM



Baelen’s greatest concern

The players' accommodation for 3 weeks was at the 
expense of the organizing country

The idea was to house the players in host families, just 
like in Copenhagen ‘53

Baelen took some initiatives, but with limited success

For about half of the players a hotel room had to be 
paid …



Arrival of the players

Players arrived on July, Tuesday 19th or 
Wednesday 20th, 

most by train, some by car

one by boat: 

Leo Hällström (Finland) came with s/s Arturus from Helsingfors
(July, 15th) to Antwerp (July, 19th)

and one by helicopter !!!???

Every player received 200 BEF pocket money!



Playing Venue and Hall
ROXY – Meir 68/70 - Antwerp



Playing Venue and Hall
ROXY – Meir 68/70 - Antwerp



Acquaintance and Drawing of Lots
Wednesday 20th, 8 p.m. 
Spassky insisted on being personally introduced to 
all the other participants
9 p.m.: Welcome by G. Heynen, tournament 
director and drawing of lots.
3 Preliminary Groups - Series Heads: U.S.S.R., 
Argentine, Yugoslavia.
An out-of-the-hat draw.



Seconds
Some players were assisted by a second:
U.S.S.R. Spassky GM Yuri Averbach
U.S.A. Mednis IM Arthur Bisguier , champion of the U.S.A.
Bulgaria Tringov Oleg Neikirch
Yugoslavia Ćirić IM Nikolai Karkalajic, champion of Yugoslavia
Hungary Portisch IM Koeberl
Spain Farré Pedro Cherta
SaarlandDonia Igel Horst

>
Neikirch

<
Karkalajic (right)
(Dunkelblum, O’Kelly)

Averbach >       



Tournament management

Edmond Lancel: International Arbiter
Gerard Heynen: tournament director



First round July, 21
Belgian National Day
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Adjournments: next day 9 a.m.



Preliminaries

Sensation: Spassky lost a game !
In 4th round against Hans-Jürgen Klages (West-GER)

After 22…Qd5

24.Nf6+? Kh8! 25.Qe4?? 

Spassky considering his 15th move (15.f4) and his attack on the kingside



Preliminaries

Surprise: (the later IGM) Dragoljub Ćirić not in the final
Mainly due to his lost with White in the 5th round
Ernst KREPPENHOFER (AUT) ‘s King as the hero.

after 21…Kg7 +- after 26…Kf2  -+



Preliminaries



First Rest Day: Thursday July, 29th

But a busy schedule
11 a.m.: Antwerp City Hall

12 a.m.: lunch all together

1 p.m.: departure to Brussels by bus

2 p.m.: Brussels City Hall

3 p.m.: N.I.R. (Baelen gave a short speech on the radio)

5 p.m.: reception Ministry of Education (with waffles)

Two days before: Tuesday July, 27th Simul by
Arthur Bisguier in the Maccabi Chess Club

32 Players

Result: +28 =1 -3 

3 Juniors took part but with no succes: Philippe (LUX),

Muller(FRA),

Donia (SAAR).



The Final

Friday 29th July: start of the first 
round of the final

Again Spassky’s name came as last 
out of the lottery drum.

R1: Schweber (ARG) – Spassky 
(U.S.S.R.)

Again his opponent of the first 
round will finish as last.

***

Final B: the remaining fourteen 
played a “classification tourney”.



The Final

After 3 rounds, a clear separation was 
already visible.

Mednis and Spassky draw their game 
in round 3.



The final

The crucial 6th round.

Mednis beat Farré

Spassky won, but could have lost to 
Tringov …

Spassky-Tringov Spassky-Tringov
Spassky plays 38.f4??        Tringov misses 39… Rd1!!



Second Rest Day: Thursday August, 4th
A real day off: 11 a.m.: Visiting Zoo of Antwerp

Evening: Simul by Yuri Averbach in the Maccabi Chess Club
42 Players (15 First Class players) (20u30 – 2u30!)

Result: +32 =10 (Philippe (LUX), Muller (FRA)) -0 (Donia (SAAR) !)

Other Juniors kibitzing: Van Oosterom, Hällström, Tringov, Johannessen, 
Spassky (“stopped by around 10 O’Clock”) 



The Final

Round 7

Spassky takes a bigger lead and his overall 
victory was no longer in danger

Schweber and Johannessen (both later 
IM’s!) collapsed completely. 

Rd7: Van Oosterom-Schweber Rd6: Johannessen-Van Oosterom
Black plays 16…Bxb5 winning a piece Johannessen plays 21.Qf4??              



The Proclamation
Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.



The Proclamation
Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.

Spassky en Averbach with Russian  
Embassy personnel in Belgium



The Prizes

Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.
Cup of the Belgian Chess Federation



The Prizes

Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.
Prizes in kind

For each participant :
-Book Duchamp & Halberstadt. 
Cases Conjuguées et Opposition 
(donation Lancel)
-Book ? (donation Heynen)
-A fountain pen



The Prizes

Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.
Prizes in kind

Winners of the preliminary groups: Cup 
Volksgazet
Various special prizes …



The Prizes
Monday, August 8th 3 p.m.
Money Prizes ?

not mentioned in the daily’s
nor in the chess magazines



The Brilliancy Prizes

Prizes of 1.000 BEF totally donated by the daily Volksgazet :

JOHANNESSEN for his game against SCHWEBER 
in Round 3 of the preliminaries. (500 BEF)

AND
250 BEF to KLAGES as the only one who was able to beat 
Spassky
250 BEF to MEDNIS for not loosing a single game.

A prize of 500 BEF, donated by Alfons Franck, was awarded 
to SPASSKY for his win against VAN OOSTEROM (NED).



Banquet and Ball

Monday August 8th, 5 p.m.: banquet

113 present

Farré on the piano:

- Preludium Chopin (nr. 15 in D flat major)
- Dance Granados (nr.5 in E minor)
Broden on the piano: Fantasy Jazz

Monday August 8th, 9.30 p.m.: ball
Broden gives a demonstration of Jive (!)



Financial Balance



Baelen and Spassky
Congress of F.I.D.E. Gothenburg 1955 August 13th.:
A proposal from the Belgian Chess Federation to 
appoint Baelen as FIDE Youth Leader was not adopted.

Spassky kept in touch with his Chess Grandfather.

Baelen was a co-founder of a chess circle in his town 
Schilde: the Boris Spassky Chess Club.

Participated in the organization of the first of the club's 
famous 14 international youth tournaments (1965-
1982), with winners as LJUBOJEVIC, ROMANICHIN, 
STEAN, CHRISTIANSEN, SPEELMAN, AZMAIPARASHVILI, 
EHLVEST, WELLS.



THANK YOU
FOR

YOUR
ATTENTION

***************
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