Arnold Schottlander — a cripple, fond of chess
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Who was Arnold Schottlander ?

Born in April, 2nd 1854 in Munsterberg (Ziebice) in Silesia (Schlesien)

Since his childhood he suffered from a severe physical handicap

(lameness of arms and legs)

“... das ihn zu anderer als rein geistiger Tatigkeit so gut wie unfahig machte. Glucklicherweise
war er von Hause aus wohlhabend, so dass es ihm nicht an Mitteln fehlte, um sich trotz allen
korperlichen Ungliicks das Leben ertraglich zu gestalten.” (DWS, September 1909, p. 337)

He was very skilled in chess and his teacher was Adolf Anderssen
- who named his pupil ,,elender Patzer“ — es war nicht so bose gemeint, Anderssen kehrte ...
gerne den barbeiRigen Padagogen heraus. (DSZ 1909, p. 351)

DSZ 1876 (Leipzig 1876, 2nd mitteldeutscher Kongress):
»Auch Breslau hatte sub umbra alarum Anderssens einen etwas grotesken Spieler beigesteuert,
der spater einmal mehr oder minder alle Turniere unsicher machen diirfte.“ (DSBI. 1909, p.79)

Schottlander played in Leipzig 1877; then in Frankfurt 1878

(Hauptturnier, 1st winner) where he passed the Master qualification.

He was able to confirm that title in the Master tournaments of

Leipzig 1879 (1st DSB congress; he scored a win against the later tournament winner Berthold
Englisch, using only 20 minutes of his time.)

There is the story that Schottlander let a piece unprotected (in a winning position) against
L. Paulsen, so not a foreigner will win the first price.
But his ,,nationalistic sacrifice*“ was given in vain ... (DWS, game 4205)



Who was Arnold Schottlander ?

Wiesbaden 1880 Master tournament:

Schottlander won against Mason, L. Paulsen, Schallopp, he scored 50% like his
personal favourite Louis Paulsen.

Nurnberg 1883 (3rd DSB congress, wins against Bird, Fritz, Gunsberg, and again
Schallopp)

Hamburg 1885 (4th DSB congress)

His last tournament he took part in was the Master group of Dresden 1892 - 7th
DSB congress: Here Schottlander beat Blackburne, Mieses, Noa, Wilfried Paulsen
and Makowetz.

Schottlander offered to play a match against Emanuel Lasker in Breslau in 1890.
He was chess teacher of Eduard (later Edward Lasker) who lived in Breslau in his
youth.

Schottlander was a gifted player, but he only reached some good results against
the top-rated players.

“Sein korperlicher Zustand hielt langen Turnierstrapazen nicht stand, zumal mit
den Jahren keine Besserung, sondern eine Verschlimmerung eintrat”.

But he was still active in club life in Breslau (“Schachverein Anderssen) and
played simuls. 3

= “... wozu ihn sein erstaunlich schneller Uberblick geeignet machte.”

He played many, many off-hand games and liked to comment the games of other
players (often very lively and loudly).

Bei der Sicherheit des Positionsblickes und dem Reichtum der Ideen , die sein
Spiel auszeichneten, ware er als gesunder Mann zu den hochsten Leistungen und
Ehren befahigt gewesen.” (DWS 1909, p. 338)



Hermann Zwanzig was sometimes annoyed by Schottlander’s loud
voice in the tournament halls of the DSB congresses.
So his shout: ,,Schottlander, halt’s Maul !“ was most common in those

days ...




Schottlander against “the smash“ — What did Arnold cleverly play?
His opponent was a spitfire who never lost ,,officially as he was
used to take back any bad move. (DWS, November 1909)

Arnold Schottlandel

AR %w
/ f’/ﬁ v

/////zﬁ%

Der ,Zerschmetterm“



Who was Arnold Schottlander ?

He was a witty man, very social and of good company. (Bachmann)
“Dieses Amt, wozu er ein gutes Mundwerk und viel Sarkasmus mitbrachte,
hat er namentlich auf den Turnieren des DSB, deren regelmaRiger
Besucher er war, reichlich ausgeubt ...”

DWS, September 1909, p. 337

The death of Arnold Schottlander [+ 09.09.1909] didn't come as a surprise.
Since years he was really in bad condition, as he was suffering from a
kidney disease. (Like many chess players ... MN)

Schottlander came just back from Wiesbaden via Berlin and suffered a
stroke in the train on the way to Breslau.

DWS, October 1909, p. 346 / Bachmann Yearbook 1909, p. 195/96

Der Schachverein Anderssen hat acht Tage nach dem Tode Schottlanders
einen neuen Verlust erlitten durch den Tod des Herrn Wilhelm Dyhrenfurth.
Der 73jahrige Herr war eine in Breslauer Schachkreisen sehr bekannte und
geachtete Personlichkeit. Er war im Klub der intimste Freund
Schottlanders und hat uber 30 Jahre hindurch mit ihm bei Brunies und in
den letzten Jahren bei Lothar Wende, Ohlauerstr. 74, fast taglich
zusammen am Schachbrett gesessen.

Sein letzter Ausgang war der zur Beerdigung Schottlanders ...

Another partner of Schottlander was Dr. Rosanes, he played a consultation
game with him against J. Mieses and K. Bergmann on 3rd of June (DSZ
1909, p. 204)




Schottlander’s funeral took place on September 14, 1909 at
Israelischer Friedhof (LohestraRRe) in Breslau.




Who was Arnold Schottlander ?

Schottlander was quite generous to his club and the chess organization:

(Schachverein Anderssen: Graupenstr. 15 = Borsenkeller)

,Prof. Dr. Seger stated (in October 1909):

... Mitbegrunder des Vereins, seinen besten und einzigen Meisterspieler,
seinen opferwilligsten Gonner verloren hat, der seine Munificenz noch
uber das Grab hinaus durch die Uberweisung eines gréRBeren Betrages
(1000 Mark for the club; 3000 Mark for the Deutsche Schachbund)
bewiesen hat.

The interest on Schottlander’s legacy was used to increase the funds for
the winter club tournament)

(A portrait of Schottlander was installed in the club, his brother joined the
celebration.)

Schottlander also donated 300 000 Mark to the city of Breslau — his last
will was very clever: He asked his brother Hermann to increase the funds
to half a million Mark — then Hermann Schottlander would be named
“chairman” of the foundation. (It's said the brother fulfilled this demand.)



The photo was taken in Kiel in 1921 during the match Réti-Bogoljubow, you can see
Johannes Metger in the middle and Brinckmann standing behind him. Metger wrote
a very nice article of remembrance on Arnold Schottlander in the DSZ 1909 (p. 350):
“Leipzig 1876: Im letzten Augenblick kam eine Gestalt hineingewackelt, die sich mit
den Worten einfuhrte: “Ilch bin Arnold Schottlander aus Breslau, ich mochte am
Hauptturnier teilnehmen, Prof. Anderssen empfiehlt mich.”

“Er war eben niemals ein Steher ...”
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