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About the book 
This biography explores the life and chess career of Arthur Kaufmann, an early 20th century Romanian-born 
grandmaster-level player. A contemporary of luminaries such as Capablanca, Réti, Schlechter, Spielmann, and 
Tartakower, Kaufmann remained an enigma despite his high level play. 
Through an analysis of primary sources, including correspondence, diaries and other archival material, Kaufmann’s 
chess career is reconstructed in detail. His tournament and match play games from the early 1890s to the 1910s are 
explored, as are his little known matches against some of the top players of his time and his participation in the 
Trebitsch memorials in wartime Vienna. 
The book also offers an unprecedented account of Kaufmann’s close relationship with Arthur Schnitzler, the famed 
Austrian dramatist, whose diary offers important clues to Kaufmann’s life and work as a philosopher. There is a 
collection of 71 Kaufmann games with detailed annotations and diagrams.  
 
About the authors 
Holder of a B.A. and advanced studies degree in Medieval Studies, Olimpiu G. Urcan is the author of several other 
chess biographies published by McFarland. A frequent contributor to New in Chess Magazine, he runs a monthly chess 
history column at ChessCafe.com. He lives in Singapore.  
 

A literary scholar with a Ph.D. from University of Vienna, Peter Michael Braunwarth was a member of the board 
of editors of Arthur Schnitzler's diary (ten volumes, 1981-2000) and of Schnitzler's letters (two volumes, 1981-1984). 
Currently he works at the Austrian Academy of Sciences (Vienna) in the field of name databases (at present to the 
journal Die Fackel by Karl Kraus). 
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